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A Psalm in the Night 
By Amos R. Wells 


HE night is long, but long Thy mercies are ; 
The night is dark, but oh, Thy face is bright! 
= heavy clouds Thy love breaks like a 


star, 
And lays a benediction on the night. 


The weary watches lose their weariness 

As I take thought—too tardy thought—of Thee, 
And all the dreary burdens that oppress, 

Thy pity lifts, and leaves my spirit free. 


How good Thou art, unutterably kind ! 

How patient, endless-patient with Thy child! 
And I to all Thy loveliness how blind, 

Against Thy waiting pureness how defiled ! 


Amid these friendly darknesses I creep 
Ashamed and worn to Thine enfolding arms ; 

Thy pardon gathers round me like a sleep, 
Thy tender broodings comfort my alarms. 


The day is coming. What it coldly brings 
I know not, and no longer do I care. 

Deep in my heart my Father’s blessing sings, 
And all His nights, and all His days, are fair, 








Are You After It? 
Happy is the man who wants a great deal. _Pit- 
iable is the man who wants nothing. For we are not 


going to get a great deal until we want it ; and so long 
as we want nothing, that is about what we shall get. A 
clever calendar for business men started this year 
with the reminder, ‘‘To get things coming your way 
it is quite necessary to go after them.’’ But we shail 
not go after anything very hard until we want it pretty 
badly. So God says, ‘‘ Blessed are they that hunger 
and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be 
filled."” A condition of the filling is the wanting. 
One of the first things that God has to do with all of 
his children is to get them so thoroughly discon- 
tened with what they have that they shall be stirred 
up to an intolerable longing for what they have not. 
After we have begun to hunger and thirst, then we 
must ask,—and ask in a readiness to do anything 


* that God may direct, to clear the way to our receiving. 


If some of us are wondering why we have so little 
spiritual blessing in our life, the answer may be that 
we have not made the going after it the chief business 


of our life. 
x 
A Working Secret 


Service that counts is not something that we do ; 
rather it is something that Someone else does with 
us. We are living tools that God wants to use. A 
native pastor in Korea wrote to a friend in America : 
‘*I have been so greatly blessed. Not that I have 
done anything. The beloved Carpenter of Nazareth 
hath stretched forth his beautiful hand, and taken 
hold of me as a plane to work on his Building. My 
only honor is that his hand hath touched me.’’ In 
the same spirit Paul cried, ‘‘ Yet not I, but the grace 
of God.’’ Let us as tools ever glory in the pierced 
hand that lifts us and uses us, Failure comes when 
we think, ‘* Zam laboring abundantly.’’ Yielding to 
the Master’s hand is the secret of perfect workmanship. 


x 
The End of Self-Esteem 


Should we ever do anything that causes our self- 
esteem to suffer? We may have thought it was a 
great victory when, confronted by an opportunity for 
some menial task, we crushed down our rebellious 
and protesting self-esteem and performed the service. 
It was well to do this, if that was the best we could 
do. But there is a better way. When, at the Last 
Supper, our Lord Jesus washed his disciples’ feet, did 
he have to stifle and crush down his self-esteem ? 
Christ had no self-esteem of that sort. It was as easy 
and natural for him to wash his disciples’ feet, with- 
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Sunday’s Message to New York’s 


out inward struggle, as it will be for him to assert his 
sovereiguty over all creation when he comes again in 
glory. If any one of the twelve disciples had per- 
formed the act of feet-washing it would have been at 
the expense of their self-esteem, and a different expe- 
rience from our Lord’s. Yet not so after Pentecost. 
For now, through Christ's death, resurrection, ascen- 
sion, and gift of the Holy Spirit, he is able and ready 
to put to death that self of ours which, while living, 
esteems itself ; and then, filled with his Spirit, we can 
do the hardest and most demeaning service without a 
struggle. A dead self does not protest. When ‘it is 
no longer I, but Christ,’’ freedom replaces the fight. 


x 


Broken Lives 

Law-breaking means life-breaking.. If we think 
we are succeeding in breaking certain laws without 
serious damage, we need to face the challenge: ‘‘We 
break laws? Nay, we break ourselves against laws."’ 
For, while God allows the free-will of man to defy 
God's laws of righteousness, there are certain laws of 
His that never have been and never will be broken in 
time or eternity. When God declares the majestic 
law, ‘‘He that hath the Son hath the life; he that 
hath not the Son of God hath not the life,'’ the man 
who thinks he can take his chances on doubting or 
defying that law flings himself, eternally broken, into 
eternal destruction. And in greater or less degree 
every broken law of God means a broken man, The 
Christian who lives on in refusal to accept the law of 
God at a certain point in his life, even though he is 
keeping that law so far as he knows at all other 
points, is a broken, crippled Christian. And that,we 
need none of us be, if we accept in his fulness as. our 
Life Him who alone fulfils the law. 
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Ministers 


By an English Minister Who was Present 


HREE THOUSAND preachers and seminary stu- 
dents jostling each other, then crowded together 
even to the point of discomfort, filled Calvary 

Baptist Church in New York City on a recent Monday 
morning. God had a message for them through 
Billy Sunday. 

It was in every way aremarkable gathering. There 
were many veterans in the crowd: silver-haired men 
who were soon to hand on the standard to others. 
The majority were men in the zenith of their strength. 
The young theological students were possibiy the most 
impressionable of all.. On the platform sat the slight 
figure of the famous evangelist, who seemed to realize 
the magnitude of the task that lay before him. 

After the always irresistible song service under 
Rodeheaver'’s leading, the evangelist speedily put him- 
self on the best of terms with his audience by saying, 
‘*I didn’t come to address this meeting with the ex- 
pectation of getting a call to New York. I wouldn't 
walk across the street for a call to New York. I've 
found in twenty years of work that I can’t walk any 
faster than God, and when God is ready for me to 
come to New York, the invitation will come along, 
and all the powers of hell can’t keep me out. I want 
to disabuse your minds, if you think I have come over 
here with the object of banishing some cf the preju- 
dice against me."’ That manly, straightiorward utter- 
ance met with an immediate response. The preach- 
ers were keen to appreciate every shaft of sarcasm, 
every flash of humor, every outburst of eloquence, 
and their cheers were the loudest when he hit them 
the hardest. One of the evening papers was right in 
its headline: ‘Billy raps "em, and they like it.’’ 
Seme clapped their hands ; others pounded en the 
backs of the pews ; others shouted aloud their amens. 
When the speaker fearlessly and cleverly diagnosed 


_ seated, 


the religious situation there was tense silence. Yet 
on several occasions the applause was so long sus- 
tained that the evangelist had to wait for it to die 
down. . And when, after speaking for nearly an hour, he 
turned to the chairman, suggesting he had better stop, 
there were loud cries of ‘‘Go on! Go on !"’ from all 
parts of the building ; and he went’ on, until at last, 
saturated with perspiration, he said, ‘* Now I think 
I'll quit.’’ 

Sunday put no restraint on his dramatic gestures 
when he was unlimbering his heavy guns. A dra- 
matic moment was during a denunciation of the caste 
spirit that prevails in churches where rénted pews are 
still the order of the day. ‘‘Here’s the way you act 
when arich sinner comes into your church, with his 
gold chain, his diamond ring, and a big roll of bills 
in his pocket.’’ Rushing to the back of the platform 
he picked up a plush-cushioned easy chair, brought it 
close to the pulpit, and with a most deferential bow to 
the imaginary wealthy man, he begged him to be 
‘* Now comes a bum, a down-and-outer, a 
sort of Weary Willie. What do you do with him? 
This way, sir, right this way,’’ and the once affable 
usher was rushing down the pulpit stairs, and leading 
the way to a most undesirable seat at the back of a pil- 
lar. Every movement was so swift, every facial ex- 
pression so suggestive, the mimicry in the voice was 
so perfect, that the building shook with laughter, and 
then the preachers cheered in hearty approval. No 
one who was present will ever again read that passage 
in the Epistle of James without thinking of that little 
drama. 

The first thing that Billy told his hearers was that 
we were in the dawn of a new era, and that it was time 
for the Church of Christ towake up. Some fifty years 


of negative preaching has put the Church to sleep, and 
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ithe people everywhere are self-satisfied and self-com- 
placent. Not half the church members are converted, 
he maintained, and th 
church once a week, and pay their debts, they are go- 
ing straight to heaven. ‘‘ Well, if that's all they do 
they will go straight to hell." Then he went on: ‘I 
don't care whether what I say meets with your ap- 
proval or not, I am rabidly orthodox from top to 
bottom, and I am proud of it. You say I am dog- 
matic. The Bible is dogmatic. Whenever I have 
compromised in any degree, and have played to the 
front seats or the gallery, I have failed. Whenever I 
have been absolutely true, giving no quarter to the 
devil and asking for none, I have triumpied.”’ 

Many a preacher who, for fear of offending certain 
members of his congregation has 


‘* Smoothed down each stubborn truth to ears polite 
And snugly kept damnation out of sight’’ 


will take courage by the magnificent fearlessness of 
Billy Sunday, and from henceforth, in no half-hearted 
or apologetic terms, will declare the whole counsel of 
God. 

For the benefit of theological students the evangelist 
imitated one who, after a brief ministry in a small 
town, calls the members of his flock together and says : 

‘*My brethren, I have been with you only a few 
weeks, but I have noticed that you are departing widely 
from the precepts laid down in the Christian faith, 
Unless you decide to accept some other standards of 
conduct, I very much fear that you will ultimately ar- 
rive at a certain place, the name of which is too terri- 
ble to mention.’ This monologue, recited in precise, 
lady-like tones, the speaker mimicing the very attitude 
of a young curate, was one of the most striking parts 
of the address. Then the curate was gone; bang 
went Billy's fist on the pulpit, and with one of the old 
lunges and twirls, which could only be fully appreciated 
by a baseball ‘‘fan,"’ Billy roared: ‘‘I would have 
told them they were going plumb to hell.’’ 

The evangelist has no use for what he called the 
twentieth century religion. ‘‘ You start in,’’ he said, 
‘¢and rebuild the religion of Jesus Christ according 
to the twentieth century idea. Take a little from 
Buddha, some from Confucius, work in a little New 
Thought and some Christian Science ; graft on a por- 
tion of Mohammedanism, and mix in a little Mor- 
monism for effect, and you'll have everything but 
Christ in the mix-up, and everything except the good 
arid old belief that has raised the world from dark- 
ness.”’ 
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From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


Lord, we crave of thee the grace of absolute sincer- 
Make us so honest that there shall be no need 


| 
| 


righteousness. err 
to thee, and cry out for the fulness of thine indwelling. 











«I’ve got no time,’’ said he, ‘‘to spend on this’ 
. higher criticism, 


You listen to a lot of fellows 
preaching the gospel to-day, and you can’t tell 
whether man came from a zoological garden or from 
the Garden of Eden. I'm going to stand right here, 
and tell the world, ‘ Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt besaved.’ I'm going to stick right to the 
old-fashioned religion, and tell it to them, just as I get 
it from this Book ; and let the monkey-preachers, and 
the higher critics, and the New Thoughters, and the 
Theosophists, and the Christian Scientists all go to 
hell on their several ways.’’ : 

Crude and rough? Yes; but true, and unmistak- 
ably intelligible. : 

The closing portion of this remarkable address, 
from which not a single preacher outwardly dissented, 
was pathetic in the extreme. ‘‘I love the church,’’ 
said the speaker, ‘‘and would die for her.’’ Then he 
said that when his mother, who had brought him into 
being, nursed him in his babyhood, and taught him 
to pray, was ill in a hospital in Chicago, nothing that 
he could do for her in the way of medical skill or 
careful, tender nursing was too much or too good. 
Then he poured out his soul as he said, ‘‘I love the 
church as I love my mother, and I only want to save 
her from the parasites that are draining away her 
life.’’ 

I wonder how many other preachers, besides the 
one writes what he saw and heard in Calvary Baptist 
Church, went away determined to know nothing among 
men but Jesus Christ and him crucified, and saying 
with the poet of the Evangelical Revival : 


** Give me thy strength, O God of power, 
Then let winds blow or thunders roar ; 
Thy faithful witness will I be, , 
Tis fixed, I can do all through thee.”’ 





Could Jesus Have Been 
Immortal Without Dying ? 


In discussing the Easter Lesson in our men’s Bible class, 
on the resurrection of our Saviour, the question arose as 


to whether our Saviour had to die to be immortal. Will 
you please answer the question ? 
Man does not have to die to be immortal. And if 


man does not have to, certainly Jesus did not have to, 
—in this, as in all else, the servant is not greater than 
his Lord, Enoch entered into immortality without 
tasting death; so did Elijah. Of course the spirit, 
both of the Lord Jesus and of man, is immortal, —just 
as immortal before death as after. Therefore the 
physical body in which Christ condescended to live as 
Jesus the Son of man, like the physical body of any 
other man, is the only point in question : whether that 
body must die to be immortal. God's Word settles 
this for us when it tells us that there is to be an entire 
generation of Christians—and it may be this one— 
that will never taste even of physical death, ‘*Be- 
hold,’’ says the Holy Spirit through Paul, ‘I tell you 
a mystery : We all shall not sleep, but we shall all be 
changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at 
the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the 
dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be 
changed. For this corruptible must put on incorrup- 
tion, and this mortal must put on immortality. . . Then 
shall come to pass the saying that is written, Death is 
swallowed up in victory’’ (1 Cor. 15 : 51-54). The 
human, physical body must be changed in order to be 
.immortal, But it is not necessary that it pass through 
the temporary humiliation of death for this change to 
be effected. As is shown in the passage quoted, and 
in 1 Thessalonians 4 : 13-18 : when Christ comes again, 
the bodies of the believers who are then living in the 
flesh will at once be made immortal as they, —together 





with the blessed dead who at the same time receive 
their resurrection bodies, —as& caught up in the clouds 


to meet their Lord in the air. If man can be made 
immortal without tasting of death, our Lord Jesus 
Christ did not need to die in order to be immortal as 
to his physical body. He could have passed at once 
to glory without passing through death. How wonder- 
ful were his love and grace, then, that he was willing 
to submit his body to death, ‘‘that through death he 
might bring to nought him that had the power of death, 
that is, the devil; and might deliver all them who 
through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to 
bondage’’ (Heb. 2 : 14, 15). 


x 
A Victorious Life Conference 


At a parlor meeting in this city Mr. Trumbull spoke of 

a coming convention, about July, something after the order 

of Keswick, England, to be held in Princeton, New Jersey, 

and that if we would write to The Sunday School Times 

information and particulars about it would be given. I 

should be very thankful for such information.—A NEW 

YORK CITY READER. 

Within the last few years certain Christian people, 
both younger and older, living in or near Philadelphia, 
have been led out into a revolutionizingly new appro- 
priation of Christ as their Life. Having known him 
before as their Saviour, they have found in him an 
entirely new experience of victory over the present 
power of sin. This victorious life in Christ was found 
to have such far-reaching effects in every direction, — 
in the prayer life, in hitherto undiscovered riches in 
Bible study, in personal evangelism and every form 
of Christian service, in the whole outlook on life and 
in every relationship to man and God,—that some of 
those who were rejoicing in their newly revealed 
Saviour desired to pass on the Good Tidings to others 
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in some definite, central way, if possible; and out of 
this desire a small conference was held two summers 
ago at Oxford, Pennsylvania, 

The overwhelming blessings .wrought out in the 
lives of those who attended strengthened the purpose 
of those who called the conference, and last summer 
the meetings were, through the courtesy of the Trus- 
tees of Princeton Theological Seminary, held at 
Princeton, New Jersey. This summer the third an- 
nual session is to be held, and at Princeton. It is 
known as the ‘‘ Princeton Conference for Christian 
Life and Service.’’ It will run for nine days, from 
Saturday, July 17, through the second Sabbath, July 
25,—‘*‘ the third full week in July.’’ 

The central purpose of the conference is to study 
God’s Word and purpose to the end of appropriating 
all the possessions and privileges and victory that are 
offered to Christians in the Lord Jesus Christ. Gen- 
eral conference meetings for Bible study and inspira- 
tional addresses, class groups for the study of personal 
evangelism, missions, and the victorious life, will 
make up the simple program. Ample time is allowed 
for recreation and freedom from formal meetings. 
Those who attend the conference are assigned rooms 
in the seminary dormitories, and take their meals at 
the well-known Princeton Inn. The conference en- 
rolment fee is $2 ; the cost of room and board for the 
nine days is $13.50. Among those who are expected 
as speakers and leaders are Professor W. H. Griffith 
Thomas, Mr. and Mrs, S. D. Gordon, Mr, and Mrs. 
J. Campbell White, Charles Ernest Scott of China, 
W. G. A. Millar, Dr. W. B. Anderson, Dr. John 
Alvin Orr, and Charles Gallaudet Trumbull. A leaf- 
let and other information may be obtained by address- 
ing the Business Manager of the Conference, Mr. 
Russell Galt, 200 North Fifteenth Street, Philadelphia. 
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How Much Denouacing ? 


I am a clergyman and a strong believer and teacher of 
the Bible as the whole word of God, and not as a book 
with-a hole init. I am looking for a call, but am told that, 
because [ denounce the New ‘Theology and Destructive 
Criticism constantly from the different pulpits, my services 
are rejected, and a call refused. Is it wrong for me to de- 
nounce this doctrine, and if not, what would you suggest 
for'me to do abot getting into God's work? 

I feel | am called to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ 
and him crucified in all its fulness. I have had a good 
education and at a big expense to me. I am over fifty 
years of age, and am getting tired of being constantly re- 
jected by different congregations, I am considered a good 
speaker and preacher, for which gifts I accord God all 
honor and glory. I am not ascetic or sour, but I feel thor- 
oughly satisfied that more harm is being done by preach- 
ers and teachers of this destructive critical school than 
open and flagrant infidelity can do. Am I notright inde- 
nouncing-it whenever an opportunity is given me ? 

Please suggest what you think I ought to do.—A CANA- 
DIAN CLERGYMAN. 

Satan’s attacks must be exposed. When he comes 
into the fold, a wolf in sheep’s clothing, it is the 
under shepherd’s duty to let his flock know who is 
in their midst. The new theology and the destruc- 
tive criticism are too widespread within the profess- 
ing Church of Christ to be silently ignored. 

But a minister's chief work is to tell men what God 
is doing for them, not what Satan. is doing against 
them. Good tidings, not bad tidings, should be the 
great, constant, dominant, characteristic message of 
the man of God wherever he goes. Exposure of the 
enemy, direct attacks upon his methods, should be 
only incidental to the great, overwhelming announce- 
ment of the wonderful gospel offered to men through 
Jesus Christ. The minister's greatest work and great- 
est. message are positive, not negative, It is unfortu- 
nate if any minister makes so prominent the negative 
or attacking side of his work that he is in danger of 
becoming noted chiefly for that. Itis a danger that 
those who are most loyal to God need prayerfully to 
guard against. One who seeks above all else to let 
the love of Christ which passeth knowledge become 
the passion and power of his life, so that, pouring out 
toward all men, it invites them irresistibly to receive the 
unspeakable gift of Christ into their lives, can count on 
God’s safe guidance through the difficulty that is 
stated in this frank, earnest letter from the Canadian 
clergyman. 

If God’s assignment is the preaching of the gospel, 
God's cali will come and will be made known to one 
who deals chiefly with God rather than with men as 
to such acall, Let us not be concerned to ‘‘seek a 
call’’ from men or churches. Let us seek it directly 
from God, laying our case before him, telling him 
that we are in his hands for him to use as he will. 
As we thus ask him to make his will known to us, and 
known also to others who need to know it, we may 
confidently, joyously leave the matter with him, /He 
will not fail. 
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A Voice from the Crowd Discusses Preachers 


The first article in the series which gives the heart 
of this year’s Yale Lectures on Preaching 





SUPPOSE that a man in the church-going crowd 
ought to be grateful for this unlooked-for oppor- 
tunity to express his views on preaching. I con- 

fess that I have felt moved at times to rise in my 
place and volunteer a few comments upon the sermon. 
Prudence, however, has restrained me. The lawyer 
is trained to sit silent while the other man is having 
his say. His patience is apt to be rewarded, for his 
turn comes by and by. The advocate learns by ex- 
perience that it is best not to interrupt. I remember 
a case of importance in which a great lawyer was 
making his argument. His adversary made constant 
interruptions which, to my surprise, the speaker did 
not résent, Finally the court became impatient, and 
the presiding judge rebuked the adversary and told 
him to await his turn. ‘‘ Pray do not repress him,”’ 
said the speaker, ‘‘his interruptions give me great 
satisfaction. If he sat silent, I should fear that I was 
missing my mark, When he wriggles, I know that 
I have reached ‘his vitals.’’. Perhaps my self-control 
in the past is ascribable to fear that an interruption 
would indicate that I had been touched. At all 
events, I can have my say now without incriminating 
myself, and I am glad that I have husbanded my 
little supply of ammunition. 

Even if the man in the crowd is nobody in particu- 
lar, he may insist with some justice that he is entitled 
to announce his individual views on the subject of 
preaching whenever he can do so without precipitating 
ariot. He has at least as vital an interest in the ser- 
mon as the patient has in the kind of treatment pre- 
scribed for him by his doctor. But he may at least 
be reasonable enough to limit himself to criticisms 
that are constructive. Perhaps the man who at the 
moment is raising his voice in the crowd owes you the 
duty to imagine himself, at sermon time, sitting in his 
place at church. As in imagination he sits there, he 
ought to indicate for your benefit the hopes and fears 
that throng upon him as the preacher ascends: the 
pulpit steps. 

And here let me remark that the preacher has surely 
created a strong prejudice for or against himself before 
he actually begins his sermon. Whether or not he 
has taken an active part in the portion of the service 
preceding the sermon, he is certain to have produced 
some kind of an impression upon the congregation 
before he has so much as announced his text. 

Speaking for myself, I am powerfully affected by 
the bearing of a man during service-time. I find 
that, if he reads from the Bible, a great deal can be 
gathered respecting his inner self. There are all sorts 
of ways of reading the Scriptures, The dramatic rén- 
dering of a chapter, in which the reader speaks in 
different tones to represent the several dramatis per- 
sone, is happily a thing of the past. . We are, how- 
ever, unpleasantly familiar with the affected solemnity 
of the reader who employs a Scripture voice, distinct 
from that which he uses on other occasions. Then 
there is the repulsive familiarity of the man who reads 
the Bible as he would any other book, reeling off, 
without difference of treatment, the most trivial inci- 
dent and the most sacred experience, Far too seldom 
we hear a chapter read by a man who possesses the 
two primary qualifications for effective reading, — 
a ‘clear understanding of the significance of what 
he reads, and an earnest intention that the people 
shall be the better for hearing it. We cannot all 
have good voices, Our elocution may be more or 
less imperfect. But that man wins my respect who 
has evidently prepared himself with care to read the 
selected passage, and makes me feel that he is really 
striving for my edification. I can recall occasions in 
my life when the earnest, intelligent, and reverent 
reading of particular chapters has marked an epoch in 
spiritual experience. 

If the preacher has led his congregation in prayer, 
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By George Wharton Pepper, LL.D. 








Mr. Pepper is the first layman ever invited to deliver 
“ her Lectures on Preaching at 


the famous Lyman Beec'! 
Yale. The Course was given last month at New Haven. 
Widely known as one of the most distinguished lawyers 
of the American bar, as a Christian layman whose un- 
tiring services have “pe Bape mmy — cs - 
foreign field, and as a public speaker of rare gi 

|e Eom calls this series “ A Voice from the 

owd. 


It deals in a constructive, unforgetable way with the 
man in the pew, the man in the pulpit, and the message. 
The Sunday School Times has arranged with the Yale 
University Press for the exclusive American serial publi- 
cation of a part of the Course, to appear in approximately 
every other issue during the coming four months. 








he has necessarily revealed himself somewhat to his 
hearers. Whether or not the prayer is original, the 
man who prays it must strive to lose all sense of every- 
thing except the presence of God. When the time 
comes to address the congregation, the preacher will 
find it hard to gain a hearing if he has obviously been 
thinking of the man in the pew while outwardly ad- 
dressing himself to Almighty God. 

It may happen that the preacher has taken no offi- 
cial part in the service before the sermon, The man 
in the pew has nevertheless been quick to note whether 
the service has been to the preacher a spiritual oppor- 
tunity or a time for relaxation, The edification of 
the congregation is a valid although a minor reason 
for true reverence on the part of the minister, 

You will ask me, perhaps, what I mean by rever- 
ence. It is not a manner or a tone or a posture. It 
is something the effect of which is not confined to the 
man himself. - In some subtle way it influences those 
about him. Iam inclined to describe it as the atmos- 
phere exhaled by a man who is aware of the presence 
of God, 

The more ornate the service, the more elaborate 
the ceremonial, the more ghastly the appearance of a 
reverence that is purely external. Yet, while the 
abuse of forms tends to idolatry, the entire disregard 
of them promotes irreverence, I do not know which 
is the worse ; to lavish upon an idol the worship due 
to God Almighty, or to comport one’s self toward the 
Lord of Hosts in a manner that would be offensive to 
a graven image. 

Among _ preachers who have repelled me, I can 
remember some who were polished and curled for the 


occasion, and some who were painfully indifferent to 
that quality which is said to come next to godliness. 
The preacher, like any other gentleman, should at all 
times be sensitive to every consideration of neatness, 
but should shrink in manly disgust from all the mere 


_elegancies of dress. I am, of course, aware that a 


certain lack of virility is believed by many to be con- 
sistent with true godliness. The ladies of the congre- 
gation are often well-disposed toward a preacher with 
the sunken cheek and the corded throat of an ascetic. 
But, taking us all in all, I think it is safe to say that 
we are most apt to be influenced by the man who is 
evidently ready for the next life, but is obviously fit 
for this one. 

Let us suppose that the service preceding the ser- 
mon has been impressive. The man in the pew 
settles down in his place, and the preacher has his 
chance. 

The first use the preacher makes of his opportunity 
is sometimes a little disappointing, It may happen 
that the men in the pew have somehow made up their 
minds that the preacher is full of his message. When 
he opens his mouth his hearers are sure that his first 
words will be a prophetic utterance, If instead he 
proceeds to reel off a string of notices, there ensue 
both a sense of untimeliness and a suspicion of wood- 
enness. I wish preachers would so arrange matters 
that their announcements could be made at some 
other time than immediately before the sermon. You 
will think, perhaps, that I insist too much on the im- 
portance of tlie dramaticelement. You must remem- 
ber, however, that it is legitimate, even essential, to 
appeal to the whole man. 

As he sits there in the pew, you must take him as 
he is ; not as you might wish him to be. He has, 
among other things, a sense of dramatic fitness, and 
he perceives that, when the preacher makes his en- 
trance into the pulpit and has scanned his hearers, 
the psychical moment has come to launch the im- 
portant business that has brought you together. Im- 
agine a stage set for the trial scene. Enter Portia, in 
her scarlet robe. She advances to a point at which 
all eyes are fixed upon her, and proceeds to. make 
some announcements respecting box-office arrange- 
ments and the dates on which the various plays in the 
repertoire are to be produced ! 

Let me remark, parenthetically, that many excel- 
lent ministers who can cope successfully with the 
sermon problem, nevertheless falls victims to the 
difficulty of making their notices intelligible. It is a 
good plan to prepare the notices carefully, and to 
give them out at some time other than at the moment 
when the people are awaiting a sermon, 

While we are recalling some of our less pleasing 
experiences, let us now suppose that our preacher an- 
nounces his text in the tone and. manrer from which 
in the past we have not infrequently suffered. In- 
stantly everybody is filled with gloom. If a man 
from the outside crowd happens to have found his 
way into a pew, he at once concludes that the un- 
happy preacher is borne down by the weight of a 
great sorrow. His tone suggests not only that awful 
things have happened in the immediate past, but 
also that the worst is yet to come. The man accus- 
tomed to his place in the pew knows that this is not 
the true explanation. The preacher is merely one of 
those who have fallen into the bad habit of lugubri- 
ousness, ‘‘Cheerup,’’ I venturetoshout. ‘If you 
are going to preach the gospel, please do not forget 
that you are the bearer of tidings of great joy. If you 
are not going to preach the gospel, we should have 
had warning, so that we could stay away.’’ 

Some time ago I was one of a great audience as- 
sembled to hear Mr, Sunday. Almost all those pres- 
ent were college students. Before he began to speak 
the young faces had upon them a curious and unnat- 
ural look of depression. ‘Cheer up!’’ said the 
evangelist, ‘‘ you’re not in church.’’ The effect was 
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electric. The students became boys again. The 
speaker, by a single stroke, had broken down their 
reserve. I do not stop to argue the question whether 
the evangelist ought to have said it, or whether his 
implication was or was not fair to the clergy. I 
merely record the fact that several thousand young 
men, whether justly or unjustly, were obviously ac- 
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customed to associate preaching and gloom. If I cor- 
rectly interpret our Lord’s mission and message, the 
association of these ideas must cause him unspeak- 
able pain. : 
Is it well to commence the sermon regularly by an- 
neansiog the text? This is one of the questions that 


scussed in the next instalment of Mr. Pep- 
per’s series. 





Some Surprises of Bible Chronology 


The first of a notable series of articles on how the Bible writers reckoned time 
By Professor Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D. 








—— 


Dr. Kyle has been challenged by a distinguished archeologist, who is frequently 
' geferred to in the archeological department of the Times, to prove that the concep- 


tions of time held by Bible writers differed from our own, 


In this first of a series of 


four articles dealing with Bible chronology and its relation to the age of the world, 
Dr. Kyle gives some surprising discoveries he has made, not by digging into the 
ground, but by traveling among living people of Bible lands to-day. i 


BIT of correspondence, to which reference was 
made in the Times some months ago, had this 
to say about the views upon biblical and other 

Oriental chronology advocated in this archeological 
department: ‘‘ According to the Hebrew text of the 
Old Testament there are 427 years between the deluge 
and Abraham's age at his entrance into Canaan. 
Since all calculations make the call of Abraham 
somewhere about 2000 B, C., the question is, ‘‘ Do 
not records in Babylon and also in Egypt reach back 
.in an unbroken line hundreds of years before thé date 
2427 B, C., which is: approximately the date for the 
deluge based upon the Old Testament records ?’’ 
The correspondent then asks for ‘‘the proof for the 
statement that the chronological system and methods 
of early times in Bible lands were ¢different from 
ours,"’ 

This sounds somewhat likea challenge, justa little bit 
antagonistic, at least ; but it is not really so. It is just 
the writer's way of saying, ‘‘I want to know.’’ The 
writer is one of the most distinguished archeologists 
of the present time, a personal friend who was send- 
ding @ personal communication, and who wrote in the 

. bantering freedom of friendship. His inquiry is ac- 
cepted with the same sincere and kindly sentiments. 

I take it that there are very many readers of this 
department of The Sunday School Times, those who 

. have been following the archeological discussions 
now for some years, who also want to know exactly 
. what are the views of chronology in Bible lands in 
accordance with which the articles in this archeo- 
logical department are prepared. It cannot but have 

. been apparent to many that the chronological rela- 

. tion of events to each other, as represented in these 
articles, has not always been. in full accord with any 
of the ‘‘systems’’ of chronology which have now be- 
come so numerous, and just because numerous also 
so varied. The fact that the ‘‘systems’’ are varied 
(mathematical systems varied !) is of itself enough to 
warrant some skepticism concerning them,,. for cer- 
tainly not more than one of the many could possibly 
be correct, 


Is Bible Chronology Untrustworthy ? 
Just what the Bible method in chronology may be is 
* the inquiry now before us : what, for example, its con- 
‘ception of time ; what its estimate of the comparative 
importance of man's relation to time and to events ; 
what its limitations in the recording of the time of 
events and how, if at all, these limitations affected 
trustworthiness ; and what, indeed, is the essential 
character of the chronological method of Bible lands, 
whether rigidly mathematical, as is the scientific 
"method of the present time, or whether there were 
other elements ofttimes dominating any mathematical 
conception ; all of which questions raise ultimately 
the fundamental question, Can there be any but one 
method in chronology, our method of the present day, 
and is any other so-called method simply a blunder 
and untrustworthy ? 
We have had before us, as the First Pilgrim Father 
and the Bedouin prince, Abraham, that colossal first 
‘ figure among the patriarchs, from whom more than 
from any other figure in biblical history, except our 
Lord himself, events are recorded before and after. 
No other point in the history of the ancient biblical 
world is a better one than this at which to stop and 
raise the chronological question. So just here we 
will consider it. 
In this first study we will content ourselves with 
bringing to mind some curious chronological concep- 


tions which obtain in Bible lands at the present time 
and which, when known, are plainly discernible in 
the early Old Testament narrative also. In a second 
study we will pass under close gcrutiny the character- 
istic difficulties which most chronological systems 
have to meet, and possibly some of the characteristic 
weaknesses apparent in them. A third study will 
consider the characteristics of the chronological no- 
tices in the early Old Testament history, which ought 
to point the way to the true chronological system em- 
ployed in those notices. An original scientific inves- 
tigation of the subject of biblical chronology would 
begin by considering this last topic first. But when 
.travelers are lost on the way, the first thing to do is 
to find out ‘‘ where they are at,’’ to use the not too 
classical phrase of a member of Congress, and then 
retrace their steps to the place where they left the 
road and at that point begin carefully to follow the 
way once more. 


The Same Pay for Three Weeks or Three Months 

I have no quarrel with the great chronologers ;_ their 
tables of dates are very useful to us, if we always re- 
member that the biblical writers did not use them. 
My purpose is not so much to harmonize biblical 
chronology with our present chronological system, but 
rather to determine the relation between biblical chron- 
ology, with all its difficulties, and the trustworthiness 
of the biblical narrative. It will easily appear that this 
latter will involve ‘‘ proof that the chronological system 
and methods of early times were different from ours,’’ 
as my correspondent asked. Let us at once see some 
indications of this. £ 

I was once one of a small party of travelers who were 
arranging for the caravan journey from Suez to Mount 
Sinai and return. During the course of the bargain- 
ing with the Bedouin sheik for camels and camel 
drivers, I said to the go-between, a German mission- 
ary among the Towarah Bedouin of this region, that it 
might be well to put in the contract a clause allowing 
us to stop by the way, if we should so desire, and 
spend two or three days. 

**Oh,"’ said the agent, ‘‘that will not be necessary. 
These Bedouin will not count the days. They donot 
take much account of passing time. They have 
neither clocks nor calendars and, moreover, time is of 
but little value to them, It is about the most abun- 
dant commodity in the desert. They will consider 
only the journey they must make. They agree to 
transport you there and back: whether you make the 
journey in three weeks or three months, they will ex- 
pect just the same pay.”’ 

.We found it very much as the missionary said. We 
were, in fact, detained at Mount Sinai by a snowstorm 
which sent the barefoot Bedouin scurrying to their 
shelters, and snowed in our tents. We also remained 
in camp a day at Wady Feiran. Yet not a word was 
said about the delay or more pay on account of it. 

Here was a new and very different conception of 
events, one conceived not in terms of time but of 
achievement. © Yet it is a conception to which, strange 
to say, the conditions of labor in this busy modern 
world are bringing us back, in part, in the practise of 
doing piece-work, work paid for by the job. This 
which the modern world does because of the value of 
time, the little ancient Bedouin world, existing like an 
island in modern. time, does because of the want of 
clocks and calendars. But this little, island of ancient 
life, existing in the desert, seems to me quite repre- 
sentative of the great ancient world: of the East, when 
it was altogether without clocks and calendars. ‘Events 
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were considered rather than the flight of time, and the 
man that did nothing and the year that nothing hap- 
pened were both in danger of being dropped altogether 
out of the reckoning. We will see if this conception 
of time and events appears sometimes in Scripture 
narratives, But first let us see a little more of modern 
life in Bible lands. 

I was on one occasion in an Oriental home over night, 
and wished to set off very early in the morning. When 
I expressed my wish to the host and hinted at the pos- 


sibility of an early breakfast, he said ‘* It is just ready.’’ 
An hour and a half after that time I heard some one 
strike a match to kindle a fire to cook the breakfast. 


Some time later still they drove the cow and calf into the 
court of the house to milk the cow to get milk to cook 
the rice to make the breakfast. Did my host speak 
falsely to me? No, the people there did not think of 
their relation to time in the matter. They had no clock. 
My host thought only of the events of the day. He 
meant ‘breakfast is the next thing,’’ and it was. 

'' Helas, helas,’’ ‘It is finished, it is finished,’’ is 
constantly upon the lips of people of Bible lands. 
This they say not only meaning that the last moment 
has come, as such an expression would mean among 
us, but frequently meaning that the last act has come, 
though that act may still occupy considerable time. 
Once when I came with others, at the close of a long 
ride, in sight of the lake of Galilee, still miles away, 
the guides exclaimed, ‘‘ He/as,'’ ‘‘it is finished.’’ 
One cannot keep one’s mind from running on immedi- 
ately to the exclamation of our Saviour on the cross 
while he was still alive and suffering, ‘‘Itis finished."’ 

Now let us turn to the Bible to review in order a few 
of the indications that these conceptions of the rela- 
tion of events to time, and of the method of chrono- 
logical expression in Bible lands to-day, were the com- 
mon ideas of chronology in .Bible times. . Jacob re- 
plied to the question of Pharaoh concerning his age, 
‘The days of the years of my pilgrimage are a hun- 
dred and thirty years: few and evil have the days of 
the years of my life been and have not attained unto 
the days of the years of my fathers in the days of their 
pilgrimage.’’ Some other reason than a comparison 
with Abraham and: Isaac was needed to call his days 
‘‘few and evil.’’ One hundred and thirty years was 
a long life in those days as it is,now. But Jacob 
was estimating his life by, its events, When he,looked 
over his disgraceful struggle for the birthright, his 
forced migration, his contest in sharp practises with 
Laban, the great crisis in his conflict with Esau, and 
his sad, tedious life in Canaan, he said, ‘few and evil 
have the days of the years of my life been’’ ; it wasa 
poor and meager and unsatisfactory life. 

Then, God speaking by the Psalmist, promises to 
his faithful servant that ‘‘with long life will I satisfy 
him.’’ We, ofttimes, with our purely mathematical 
conceptions of chronology and our emphasis upon 
man’s relation to time, find it difficult, not to say im- 
possible, to extract the blessedness out of that prom- 
ise, when a life seems cut off in the mid-time of its 
days, a useful and helpful life also, that seemed to prom- 
ise so much, But the mind that is not fettered to the 
face of a dial with its hours plainly marked, or a printed 
calendar which records every day whether anything 
has been accomplished or not, but fixed rather upon 
great events and achievements as the sum of real liv- 
ing, may find long life and satisfaction in a few years. 

‘So the promise was fulfilled to the Great Servant, 
the Christ ; in the third of a century he was able to 
make all the preparation to ‘‘see of the travail of his 
soul and be satisfied.’’ In like manner also, when he 
was at the climax of his course, when the last act of 
the great tragedy was reached and the culmination was 
the next thing, in accordance with another Eastern 
conception of man’s relation to events rather than to 
time, he exclaimed ‘‘‘it is finished.”’ 


The Time Element in Our Lord’s Return 

These two conceptions of life, that it consists of 
events rather than of the flight of time, and that 
man’s relation to achievement is far more important 
than his relation to time, run all through the Word, 
and they affect—indeed, they cannot fail to affect— 
chronological conceptions. So in 1 Samuel we read 
of ‘* the bundle of life,’’ the gathering together of all 
its achievements, and not ‘‘the span of life,’’ its 
stretch of time, as among us. So the Psalmist sums 
up the blessedness of life, not the length of it, when 
he says, ‘‘in his favor is life,’’ as also does the wise 
man when he commends the commandments of the 
Lord for ‘‘length of days and long life,’’ and repre- 
sents Wisdom as having ‘‘ length of days in her right 
hand.’’ Many godly people die young if we reckon 
life in years only. Only in the total of the blessed- 
ness of obedience is such a life long. In like manner 


(Continued on page 282) 











1915 


nd the 
; hap- 
gether 
eption 
‘ipture 
odern 


night, 
When 
1e pos- 
ady.’”’ 
e one 
ikfast. 
ito the 
0 cook 
speak 
ink of 
clock. 
He 

. Was. 
i,’’ is 
lands. 
oment 
mong 
come, 
time. 

a long 
away, 
hed.’’ 
medi- 
cross 

hed.*’ 
ra few 
 rela- 
1rono- 
}com- 
ob re- 
3 age, 
. hun- 
ays of 
1 unto 
f their 
arison 
} days 
'S was 
Jacob 
ooked 
it, his 
3 with 
1, and 
id evil 
was a 


ses to 
satisfy 
\atical 
upon 
ly im- 
prom- 
of its 
prom- 
to the 
rinted 
ything 
upon 
al liv- 
years. 
rvant, 
ble to 
of his 
1en he 
act of 
n was 
astern 
ian to 


sts of 
1 that 
ortant 
Word, 
fect— 
e read 
of all 
os es 
sums 
when 
e wise 
of the 
repre- 
right 
eckon 
essed- 
anner 





LESSON FOR MAY 23 (1 Sam. 2: 1-7; 5: 1-5) 


1. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


* 281 





Persecution and Progress on the Mission Fields 


Seen from the Misslonsry Watch Tower in wer times By Professor Harlan P. Beach, D.D., F.R.G.S. 


o, 








Through Persecution to Nepal 


HE cutting edge of the Himalayan range scimitar, 
which turns its curved blade southward toward 
India, is Nepal's northern border. Hitherto it 

has been a well-nigh closed land, so far as missions 
are concerned, as isolated and unapproachable as the 
world’s two highest peaks, Kinchinjunga and Mt. 
Everest, which are just across the boundary. 

The Maharajah of this independent state will not 
tolerate the presence of a missionary and strongly re- 
sents the entry of any foreigner. At last, however, a 
voluntary worker, a bandsman of a Gurkha regiment, 
Guman Singh by name, has been touched by the 
Spirit of God and has begun to enlighten his country- 
men. Moving about with his regiment, he came in 
contact with Christians and attended some revival 
meetings in the Khasi Hills. These influences and 
direct communion with God led him into a positive 
Christian life. He tells of having had a vision in 
which he saw Christ and heard his voice bidding him 
carry the message of salvation to the Nepalese, which 
he determined to do when furlough was granted him. 

Meanwhile, he had to endure bitter persecution from 
his comrades whom he sought to win for Jesus. The 
climax was reached when his fellow solaiers rushed 
upon him and, knocking him down, dragged him by 
his ear a distance along the ground. His ear was 
nearly dissevered and for several days he was in a 
critical condition in the hospital. Though urged to 
make known the names of his persecutors that they 
might receive well-merited punishment, he steadfastly 
refused to do so, that he might possibly gain them, 
through enduring love, for the Kingdom of God. ~ 

Nepal sadly needs Christianity. Its mixed religion 
is mainly a low, degraded form of Buddhism and Hin- 
duism which, in the case of the Gurkhas; has lost much 
of its rigorous caste spirit. Its-most popular festival 
is one which is ‘‘the taker-away of ten sins,’’ when 
weapons of war are worshiped and animals are sacri- 
ficed. Saté (suttee) and slavery have barely passed 
away, while polygamy and polyandry defile and em- 
bitter the home life. 

Short, robust, oblique-eyed, flat-faced Guman Singh 
at last received leave of absence, crossed the frontier 
and was once more in his native country. He passed 
through village after village telling them the good 
news of Jesus, In many of them he has been well 
received and a‘ number of the Nepalese desire to ac- 
cept Christianity. This military bandsman, who is not 
in the employ of any missionary society, though hg 
holds a letter of recommendation from the Bishop of 
Lucknow, is proving a valuable pioneer of the Gospel ; 
and the work which he has initiated may have far- 
reaching effects and fultil the long cherished hope of 
the missionaries that this closed land may be opened 
freely to the Gospel. 
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Brave Samoan Women in New Guinea 


EW GUINEA is not in all respects a paradise, 
though it may prove the doorway to Paradise, 
as the veteran, James Chalmers, and his col- 

league, the youthful Oliver Tomkins, found when they 
were slain and eaten by cannibalistic natives fourteen 
years ago. The verdict of the savages who the night 
before the murder said, ‘*‘ To-morrow, when the big 
star shall have climbed into the heavens, the white 
man and his friends shall die,’’ included the faithful 
Nagari and fearless mission boys in its foredoom. A 
few weeks later an old Raratongan, with tears stream- 
ing down his cheeks while he wrote, thus pleaded:: 
‘‘Hear my wish. It is a great wish. The remainder 
of my strength I would spend in the place where 
Tamate [Chalmers] and Mr. Tomkins were killed. 
In that village I would live. In that place where they 
killed them, Jesus Christ’s name and his work I would 
teach to the people, that they may become Jesus’ 
children. My wish is just this, You know it. I 
have spoken.”’ 

The Chronicle of the London Missionary Society 
states that to-day the young women of Samoa consiclex 
that they are fulfilling a high calling in going to New 
Guinea as the wives of Samoan pastors sent thither. 
The enthusiasm with which they approach their labors 


among the wild Papuans may be judged from the fact 
that many of them who have been left widows prefer 
to remain alone at their work in New Guinea rather 
than to go home. When these young women arrive 
in their field, they tackle the language energetically, 
and many become better linguists than their hus- 
bands. They take an equal share in the work of the 
mission ; they teach in schools ; they preach as elo- 
quently as their husbands, when they are unavoidably 
absent on Sundays; in visiting the sick at out-sta- 
tions, giving them help, or comforting the dying, they 
are most successful in leading their thought to the 
Saviour. The blood of martyrs is thus the inspiration 
of Samean Christian womanhood. 
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Our Head-Hunter Citizens 


Ao 185,000 of our fellow-citizens of the Phil- 
ippines are the Igorrotes who are at once the 
most remarkable rice-terrace builders among 
savages, and on occasion are relentless head-hunters, 
the gruesome spoils teing often the proof of devoted 
lovers, 
Miss Waterman, of the Episcopal Mission, has de- 
scribed the difficulties encountered in her translation 








On the Missionary Firing Line 


Missionary Prisoners of War.—Twenty-six Church 
Missionary Society workers are prisoners of war, fourteen 
in German East Africa, six each in Palestine and ‘Turkish 
Arabia. The German missionary men located in Tsingtao 
have been sent as prisoners to Japan. Their wives and 
other women workers remain at ‘I'singtao supported by 
Américan missionaries. 


From the Madras Prayer Circular.—Pray that the 
ministry of intercession may become a marked characteris- 
tic in the daily life of all Christians in India. 

That the Church’s best and ablest young men and women 
may be led to devote their lives to the interests of the King- 
dom of Christ. 

That 1915 may see definite progress in the spiritual un- 
ion of the whole Church of Christ in India. 


Does War Separate Missionaries ?—A German mis- 
sionary, summoned to the colors in Tsingtau from South 
China, taking both hands of a British missionary, said: 
‘¢ When you hear the reports of fighting in Tsingtau, think 
of me. I am not trained for a soldier’s life, yet I am forced 
to go. Brother, were our nations boynd together in love 
as you and I are, this terrible slaughter could not occur. 
I go to die for my Kaiser, perhaps at the hands of one of 
the soldiers of your king. Pray for me, brother.’’ 


A Syrian Crisis.—While American missionaries in Tur- 
key have been treated well, the awful destitution due to 
the war is almost unbearable, even the brave veteran, Dr. 
Shepard of Aintab, being disposed to return to America, if 
no help for the starving people is to be forthcoming. In 
Syria the wonderful Beirut Press is obliged to discharge its 
trained men, a loss which they say cannot be made good 
for years to come, The missionaries are helping multi- 
tudes on the brink of starvation, the conditions of the 
wretched Syrians daily becoming more desperate. 


A New Korea Revival.—Once more Korea is passin 
through a revival. In Seoul it started in the powerfu 
intercessions of a Korean pastor, who rose at five in the 
morning and went to a mountain to pray, later making the 
church his oratory and inviting believers to join him at that 
early hour, For three weeks revival services were held in 
that church, after which they were begun in another and 
auother, in each of which the meetings before daylight 
ushered in the blessing desired. In Pyeng-yang more than 
three thousand men and women confessed Christ. After 
the church’s recent trial throngh Japan’s treatment of 
Christians, this time of refreshing is doubly helpful. 


Why the Nations are Fighting.—The Central China 
Post prints this composition of a Chinese pupil of a London 
Mission school. ‘+ Now there is a great battle in Europe. 
This began because the prince of Austria went to Servia 
with his wife.. One man of Servia killed them. Austria 
was angry and so fight Sérvia. Germany write a letter to 
Austria, I will help you. Russia write a letter to Servia, 
I will help you. France did not want to fight, but they 
got ready their soldiers, Germany write a letter to France, 
You don’t get ready or I will fight you in nine hours. 
Germany to fight them, pass Belgium. Belgium say, I am 
a country, I.am not a road, and Belgium write a letter to 
England about Germany to them. So England fight for 
Belgium.”’ 





of Luke's Gospel, which follows Mark, the first book 
printed in their language,—in 1908. Figurative ex- 
pressions like ‘‘the key of knowledge,’’ ‘devour 
widows’ houses,’’ ‘*the son of peace,'’ ‘* wisdom is 
justified of her children,"’ etc., proved hard linguistic 
problems. Impossible words were blasphemy, crafti- 
ness, hypocrite, tittle, north and south, she asserts— 
which seems hardly possible. Spanish, Ilocano, a 
related tongue, and even English were made to fill in 
the lacunz as well as they could. Miss Waterman 
feels that, even though faulty, those parts of the Gos- 
pel most needed in teaching will be understood and 
carry the right message to the hearer. A prayer often 
often offered for the Igorrote people runs: ‘‘Give us 
tongues to speak and give them ears to hear the mes- 
sage of redeeming love’’; and the missionaries con- 
fidently believe that both petitions will be heard. 


Are Moslems Capturing Africa 


HE Church Missionary Society’s Missionary Re- 
view for January gives the views of a journalist, 
formerly editor of the leading Moslem news- 

paper of Egypt. Holding that ‘*Turkey is but the’ 
catspaw of Germany,"’ he asserts that Mohammedans 
of Algeria, India, and Egypt are in nowise inclined 
to come to Turkey’s aid in the present war. He sug- 
gests that the political center of Islam may soon need 
to be removed from Constantinople, and proceeds to 
argue the case for Cairo. He says that historically 
and architecturally it is pre-eminently the city of 
cities of Islam, and that its convenience as a central 
point between the holy places of Arabia and Con- 
stantinople marks it out as the ideal center of the 
Caliphate. It would be most remarkable if this argu- 
ment and prediction were to materialize, and that 
Great Britain should thus rule over the capital city of 
Islam. 

The January Moslem World contains an article on 
Mohammedanism in Cape Town. Though Cole- 
brook wrote in 1812, ‘*‘Mohammedanism is said to 
be gaining ground among the slaves and free people 
of color at Cape Town,"’ the 1911 Census reports an 
increase during the century to 24,189 Mosiems in 
Cape Colony, the bulk of them dwelling in Cape 
Town itself. The influential men among them have 
studied at the Azhar in Cairo, What this advance 
means is infimated in the statement that ‘‘the very 
witch doctors who practise Malay trickery, victimize 
Christians, both white and colored, more especially 
women, qualify themselves for this work by pilgrim- 
age to Mecca, and that unmentionable immorality is 
practised religiously oy the very leaders of religion. 
Wot a few of these cases have been tried and heavily 
punished in court, but from the nature of the cases 
they cannot be set down here.’’ 

It is easier for Moslems to take as wives Christians, 
since instead of an expensive dowry the payment of 
sixty-two cents suffices in their case, and the husband 
can plead that he was not legally married, if the 
Christian girl is under age. A walk througli the city 
will convince the traveler of the truth of a Devonshire 
girl victim of Moslem lust that ‘*the Malays want to 
whiten their race.'’ This sort of thing, reported from 
Cairo to Cape Town, proves that the Edinburgh Con- 
ference was not wrong in sounding out the cry of 
Africa’s Moslem peril as one of the most serious in 
the mission world, 
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Old China’s New Confucianism 


AST winter the Administrative Council decided to 
restore the old Confucian worship, especially at 
the time of the winter solstice. President 

Yiian’s message to the nation regarding this sacrifice 
contains these significant paragraphs among others: 
‘*The Confucian colleges are crumbling among 
thorns and thistles ; their drums and gongs are thrown 
aside amid rank grass and weeds. Thus the rever- 
ence paid for thousands of years to Confucius has de- 
clined, and none seeks to repair it. How can moral 
virtue be strengthened and hedged about? What 
plan can save it from destruction? Your president, 
bowed under the weight of his heavy office, doing by 
day and planning by night, considers that renovating: 
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the body politic is: not all that is to be done ; it is 
most important and fitting to preserve our religious 
customs ! The world over, every country has its pe- 
culiar elements of strength. Ours is a warm reverence 
for the ancient. . . . Therefore to worship aright this 
most holy man [Confucius] lies in the whole people's 
seeking him with sincerest aspiration. ... On the 
28th day of the ninth moon your President respect- 
fully invites all officials to observe this sacrificial cer- 
emony.... Let the people be apprised of this, that 
they may know that the government holds morality 
as the first essential.”’ 

He asserts solemnly that in thus speaking he has 
no thought of establishing a State Church, saying, 
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‘« By no means is this to be made the State religion."’ 
Last March he had explained that ‘Catholics, 
Protestants, Mohammedans, and men of other re- 
ligious faiths will find nothing to keep them from 
official life. 1f the district. magistrates for any reason 
are not able or do not wish to worship Confucius the 
ceremony may be conducted by some one else.’’ 

Bishop Bashford, from confidential information, 
regards this action as political and economic, and not 
as religious. The president found himself in a diffi- 
cult dilemma, facing the bitter opposition of conserv- 
ative Confucianists, if he did nothing, and of other 
religionists and New China, if he went too far back- 
ward, 





How the Moody School Reaches the 


Worid’s Millions 


By one of the workers in this notable 
missionary Sunday-school 





CIX years ago the Moody Sunday-school was giving, 
: outside its adult classes, less than one hundred 

dollars a year to foreign missions. To-day it is 
averaging about one thousand dollars, 

Six years ago its adult classes were giving less than 
five hundred dollars a year, while to-day they have 
reached about twelve hundred dollars. 

Six years ago very little missionary literature was 
distributed in the school; and missionary methods, 


rally days, and committee meetings were almost un- 


known, There was no systematic mention of the 
cause of missions from the platform, and the school 
as a whole took almost no interest in the subject. 
To-day literature, methods, rally days, committee 
meetings, almost weekly mention from the platform, 
constant mention in prayer, frequent messages from 
our more than fifty representatives of the church and 
Sunday-school in foreign fields, and every one of our 
120 classes actually interested and actually giving 
each week to missions,—this is the present situation. 
,. Six, years ago there were nominally 1,400 persons 
in the Moody School, who were giving less than six 
hundred dollars a year to missions, as against actually 
1, 500 to-day, who are giving about twenty-two hundred 
dollars. 

. What has brought about the change? 

A little over seven years ago a successful young 
business man of New England lay ill of typhoid fever. 
His life was despaired of, but in answer to prayer God 
restored him to health. During his illness he had 
promised the Lord that, if he would spare his life, he 
would relinquish his business career and devote him- 
self entirely to the Lord's work, at home or abroad, 
as the Lord might lead. God took him-at his word. 
An unsolicited call came from Chicago to become 
Dr. A. C, Dixon’s assistant in the Moody Church, 
The next year he was made also superintendent of 
the Sunday-school, His heart was on fire for mis- 


sions,—he himself had promised the Lord to go to 


China if he would open the way. 

Very soon he found a few others whose hearts were 
likewise burdened, and after much prayer one of these, 
Mrs. Gaylord, was asked to take the missionary situa- 
tion in hand, 

So little had hitherto been done, and there were so 
many other interests filling the minds of officers and 
teachers, that the task assigned seemed almost hope- 
less of accomplishment. It required days and nights 


of struggle and prayer before courage was given even 


to attempt it, and alcaough the difficulties of that first 
year seemed almost too much, and the rebuffs and 
discouragements too hard to bear, yet God's grace 


proved sufficient (as it aways does), and subsequent 


events proved his overruling hand both in the choice 
of chairman and in plans adopted. 

First of all, not only at the beginning but all the 
way through, nothing has been attempted without 
prayer,—not for God’s blessing upon plans adopted 
without prayer, but for the revelation of his own 
plans, and then for his blessing upon their execution. 

In the second place, one of the early principles 
adopted was that ‘‘ missionary interest waits on infor- 
mation."’ Knowledge must precede action (see Rom. 
to: 14). And to carry out this principle the com- 
mittee began a systematic campaign of education. 

The chairman was given opportunity as frequently 
as she desired to present the subject from the platform 
in every department inthe school, Letters from mis- 
sionaries were read, tracts were distributed, and ral- 
lies with good speakers began to be held, care being 


_ taken beforehand to ask only those speakers who were 


known to be really interested. Missionary books in 
the library were called attention to, the ‘‘ Great Com- 
mission’’ commands of the Word were pointed out, 
and every effort possible was made to ‘press home the 
duty and privilege of missions. 

These efforts soon bore fruit, The missionary col- 
lections of 1909 showed a substantial increase over 
those of the preceding year, and even more important 
was the deepened spiritual interest manifested in the 
school, and the consecration that some were led to 
make for service in foreign fields. One of the helpers 
of that first year is to-day a missionary in Korea ; 
other members of the school have since gone out to 
other parts of the globe ; one is in British East Africa, 
another is in Arabia, another is in a neglected section 


‘of the West, two others are in South America, and 


others are elsewhere. 

In May, 1910, a plan was started for raising a mile 
of pennies ($844.80) for missions. The adult classes 
(except one which had just been organized) were not 
included in the plan. Every other department and 
class was enlisted, and in a little over a year $852.16 
was realized, —$7. 36 more than the plan called for, — 
and with this amount the school was enabled to reach 
out in many new directions, 

The next important plan was the adoption of the 
‘*Missionary Bank,’’—a bank doing business in 
Chicago, Nebraska, Central America, South America, 
Africa, India, China, Japan, and the Philippines. 

Every class was provided with a blank deposit book, 
on one page were printed the following ‘‘ Terms, 
Conditions, and Regulations Governing Deposits”’ : 

‘‘ 1, Freewill offerings (only) will be received. 

‘¢2, All money deposited will be used for home 
and foreign missions. 

‘*3, Classes will make their deposits as a class, 
Individuals not members of any class may acquire a 
pass-book and deposit money on the above terms. 

‘¢4. Deposits can be made to the treasurer of the 
missionary committee at the desk in the Sunday- 
school office any time during the Sunday - school 
session, 

‘¢5. Ten percent interest will be credited to the 
class account once in three months on deposits of one 
dollar or more. This interest represents gifts from 
friends for the purpose of stimulating giving on the 
part of others.’’ 
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“T am not a C 


had shown him the world’s need brought home to 
also his personal need. , 


What missionary methods are at work in your church 
and school ? The Moody Sunday-school, famous 
throughout the country for its evangelistic zeal, has also an 
amazing record as a missionary school. But its methods, 
as described on this are open to any school. “The 
Missionary Watch Tower,” which appears once a month 
in The Sunday School Times (in this issue, on the pre- 
ceding page), will be found full of the kind of ammunition 
a live missionary Sunday-school will need. 


The Moody Sunday-school and its missi methods 
istone of the strong reasons why the Moody h has 
thirty-four’ of its members on the foreign mission field. 
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The bank plan was used one year in practically the 
same departments as the mile-of-pennies plan, and 
netted over $800. 

A little over two years ago the duplex envelope was 
introduced, with quite a little doubt in the minds of some 
as to its adaptability. An envelope each Sunday was 
provided for each class, —one pocket of which is for the 
general expense offering, the other for the missionary 
offering. The latter offerings are recorded weekly by 
a missionary treasurer. 

The plan thus far has worked satisfactorily, although 
the school is still far from the realization of its ideal 
of dollar for dollar,—a dollar abroad for every dollar 
at home. At present it is giving about four dollars 
for the work at home to every dollar for the more 
pressing needs abroad. 

But the superintendent and his committee are not 
discouraged. It is their praverful purpose to push 
harder than ever during 1915 to reach the goal. A 
few classes are already up to this mark, and others 
are rapidly approaching it. Is it any wonder, when 
such paragraphs as the following are kept constantly 
before the school : 

‘‘It is told that when the Japanese soldiers sent 
word to their emperor that it was impossible to take 
Port Arthur, the emperor sent back word that he ex- 
pected his soldiers to do impossibilities, and, as we 
know, Port Arthur was taken. Our Commander 
expects us to do what he commands, and he has the 
power to help us do it. When we give God the 
absolute right of way in our lives results will follow.’’ 

CHICAGO. 
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Some Surprises of Bible Chronology 
(Continued from page 280) 


our ascended Lord in his last word of revelation to 
this world when he would leave as his parting mes- 
sage through John the warning of the imminence of 
his coming again said: ‘‘ Behold, I come quickly.”’ 
Exactly as my Oriental host said, ‘‘ Breakfast is just 
ready,’’—that is, itis the next event,—so our Lord 
said, ‘Behold, I come quickly,’’—that is, my com- 
ing again is the next event of my part in the coming 
of the kingdom, It was an impending event. After 
nearly two thousand years it still hangs just over us, 
It may be to-morrow, it may be next year, it may be 
yet two thousand years more, but it is the next 
event,—it is ‘‘ quickly.”’ 

Once again let us return to modern Oriental custom 
and ideas for illustration, In the desert of Sinai I 
ask the camel men if they have ever seen one of the 
great rains that sometimes come in the desert and 
produce the raging floods whose marks are so plainly 
seen in the wadies. They say, ‘‘No, but in the days 
of the old sheik, the father of Sheik Musa, there was 
one,’’ I ask the peasants of Palestine if the cholera 
has sometimes been in the land, and they say, ‘* Yes, 
the year of the famine.’” I ask an old Greek farmer 
at Pithom in Egypt how long he has lived in the 
country, and he says, ‘‘I came the year of the rebel- 
lion of Arabi.’’ It is always so; never ‘‘in 1870,’’ 
or ‘‘1902,"’ or any other date in years, but always in 
terms of other events. 

Surely it can not be necessary to dwell much upon 
the prevalence of this synchronistic conception of 
chronology in the biblical narrative. Who does not 
recall at once how it is said that ‘In the six and thir- 
tieth year of Asa Baasha, king of Israel, came up 
against Judah’’; or, ‘‘In the year of the earthquake”’ 
something happened. The chronological system of 
the Old Testament, so far as it may be called a sys- 
tem, is synchronistic, They considered events not so 
much in the line of succession as upon the plane ot 
contemporaneity. 

These illustrations are sufficient to open our eyes to 
the fact that the chronology of the Bible, especially 
the early Old Testament books, is peculiar. It in- 
cludes ideas to which we are not accustomed. J de- 
lieve that the chronological statements of the Bible 
are correct, and so are absolutely trustworthy. But it 
is evident that they have some peculiarities. We 
must understand these as the biblical writers intended 
them to be understood, and must not attempt to force 
upon the biblical statements modern ideas of chronol- 
ogy. We should @sé a man what he means, not 4/2 
him, Then we must rid ourselves of the notion that 


there can be but one chronological idea and method, 
There is more than one method among ourselves, 
unobserved by most people, as I will show later. 

In the next article we shall see some of the difficul- 
ties which arise from trying to force the biblical 
writers to conform to our ideas of chronology. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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Live Leaders at Work in Graded Class and School 


A new plan for the supérintendent’s platform and ways of holding the younger classes 
are suggested in this forum of methods for graded workers — 





After Promotion Day 


14 REQUIRES a little extra effort to make the Sun- 
day after Promotion Day an altogether pleasant 
one in the Primary room. The children who 
graduated are missed, and there is apt to be some 
confusion in arranging the children in their. new 
classes. To mark the day with a little novel bright- 
ness, and obviate confusion, one primary superintend- 
ent brought with her eighty little pieces of baby- 
ribbon—some red, blue, green, yellow, and pink. 
Forty pieces were just long enough to tie in a tiny, 
pert little bow on the top of each little chair. The 
others were shorter, for each one was to be pinned to 
the coat or dress of a scholar. 

On the chairs in the circle which belonged to the 
first year Beginners pink bows were tied. Blue bows 
were for the second year Beginners, and yellow for 
first year primaries ; green marked the chairs of the 
second year primaries, and red those of the first year. 

As each child came in, the superintendent met him 
or her at the door and pinned on dress or coat a rib- 
bon which was the color for the new class. There 
had been a meeting of superintendents and teachers 
during the week previous and a complete list of each 
class made out. Each little boy and girl was told to 
find a chair with his or her color on ; in this way the 
children found their new seats without confusion, and 
every one enjoyed it as much as a party.— Caroline 
Kellogg, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

% . 


- An Eight-Year-Old’s Answer 


OME people have an idea that children in the 
Primary department do not receive any spiritual 
. uplift. In the Third Year Primary of the Inter- 
national Graded Series, Lesson 29, there is a sugges- 
tion of something to do: ‘‘On this page write some- 
thing.that you remember about Jesus.’’ An eight- 
year-old girl wrote after this manner : 
esus healed the sick. 
ate made the blind see. 
Jesus loved little children. 
L love Jesus. 
Jesus taught us to say ‘‘Our Father.”’ 

Who was the teacher? A woman who came to our 
country late in life, from across the ocean ; a woman 
who never had many opportunities to study ; a woman 
who had never had any opportunities to attend con- 
ventions and catch a glimpse of wonderful methods ; 
a woman who realized the need of teaching to boys 
and girls a love for good things, and, above all, a love 
for Jesus Christ and a need of a Saviour. 

And so when this little girl at home Sunday after- 
noon wrote down some of the things that she remem- 
bered about Jesus, her little heart welled up with a 
love for her Saviour, and spontaneously she wrote 
down her experience of love.—Mrs. Ella M. Snow, 
Fargo, N. D. 
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Using Assistant Superintendents 


*¢ | FOUND that the work had grown beyond me,”’ 

said a Cradle Roll superintendent not long ago, 

‘‘and felt that I ought to resign. I had neither 
the time nor the strength necessary to give it the at- 
tention f once did. When I first became superin- 
tendent we had only about twenty members, and it 
was not a difficult task to call on the babies at fre- 
quent intervals and to do the many little things that 
the work calls for. But when we had grown until 
eighty names were enrolled, the work became ex- 
tremely heavy. I realized that a big roll was little 
credit to a school unless properly cared for,—that a 
Cradle Roll membership demanded more than the 
mere enroling of name and remembering of birthday. 
There was the personal contact between home and 
school representative that means so much, 

** After much prayer and thought I decided to re- 
tain my position, but to. divide the work and have 
three assistant superintendents, one each for the one-, 
two-, and three-year-old babies. I would take charge 
of the records, and have a general oversight of the 
department, but the actual work of each year or grade 
would be attended to by the assistant superintendents. 
They would keep their own records, independent of 


mine, attend to delivering the birthday cards and 
other things, and really run it as an independent de- 
partment. Once a quarter we would meet and go 
over the work together. The one-year superintendent 
would transfer to the next grade those of her number 
who had passed their first birthday ; the second-year 
superintendent would in turn transfer her two-year- 
olds, but the-third-year superintendent would keep all 
of hers until the regular promotion day, when the 
three-year-olds would graduate into the Beginners. 
‘« There were a few misunderstandings at first when 
we started, but the plan is now in first-class working 
order, and the department running better than ever. — 
Elizabeth Williams Sudlow, Rock Island, Il. 
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A Judge’s Platform Surprises 


a is one school that has turned the ‘ plat- 
form problem"’ into a great opportunity and a 
rich blessing. A number of schools that study 
the uniform lessons in some departments and have 
the graded lessons in the younger classes have planned 
for platform work for the entire school by repeating 
together the responsive readings in the hymn-book or 
by reciting choice Scripture passages. Judge Davis 
of Marinette, Wisconsin, who is the efficient superin- 
tendent of the Baptist Sunday-school of that city, has 
had remarkable success with his own special plan for 
platform work, and other superintendents may profit 
by adapting his plan to their own particular need. 

For a few minutes during the opening exercises he 
takes a current event of sufficient importance, either 
local or national, and shows how a similar event or 
principle is found in the Bible. 

During the overflow of the Ohio River he cited 
briefly the incidents, of which the papers were so 
full, and asked the school where in the Bible any 
mention was made of floods. The first reply was a 
surprise ‘to everybody. The parable of Jesus was 
mentioned, of how the floods come and overthrow the 
house that is built on the sand, while to the house 
built on a rock no damage is done. That was a 
vivifying of Scripture. The flood in the days of Noah 
was, of course, remembered by every one. The 
superintendent called attention also to the promise 
that went with it, of which we are reminded to-day in 
the rainbow. To clinch the matter and to make the 
Word of God still more real in life, the leader asked 
for a verse of Scripture that made that flood promise 
for every one every day. No one for the moment 


“could think of that magnificent passage, but one 


finally gave the answer; ‘‘ When thou passest through 
the waters, I will be with thee ; and through the rivers, 
they shall not overflow thee.’" That company had 
gotten nearer to the thoughts of the Bible than if they 
had merely read a passage responsively. 

On another Sunday he reminded the school of the 
impeachment and deposition of Judge Archibald. 
That incident was naturally full of meaning to our 
judge-superintendent. Questions about like incidents 
in the Bible gave many answers, There were the 
sons of Eli and the sons of Samuel, who had been 
appointed judges by their fathers, but proved unwar- 
thy of that great trust. Most of the members vividly 
recalled the deposition of King Saul, and one men- 
tioned Nebuchadnezzar. When asked for a text in 
wiich righteousness and a judge were mentioned the 
school was ‘* stumped’’ for once. Then Judge Davis 
asked them to turn to Genesis 18 : 25, where it is 
written of God himself, ‘‘ Shall not the Judge of all 
the earth do right ?’’ 

Again, there was the examination of the trust mag- 
nates. Was there ever mentioned in the Bible a com- 
bination like that? The first suggestion from the 
school was the parable of Dives and Lazarus, in which 
the poor man was certainly in a miserable condition 
while the rich here on earth fared much better. But 
after some fencing the story of King Ahab and Na- 
both’s vineyard was brought to the front. Several 
texts were quoted, but the most acceptable one was: 
‘* If riches increase, set not your heart upon them.’ 
» At other times the superintendent turns to the daily 
experiences of life and lets the school do the talking, 
after a suggestion or two. On the table at home we 
had bread. Who can quote. a passage that mentions 


bread? One morning this week we had honey. Is 
there any story connected with honey? The first 
question brought forth a burst of responses, and it was 
remarkable how many had, ‘‘I am the bread of life’’ 
at the very tips of their tongues. The responses to 
the honey story were not so ready. Yet, ‘*A land 
flowing with milk and honey'’’ was soon suggested. 
One student related the incident of Samson who siew 
a lion, and after a few days found honey in the car- 
cass. The pastor for once took part, reminding the 
school of the time when Jonathan put his staff into a 
honeycomb and was thus revived. This led so natu- 
rally to that beautiful verse from the Nineteenth Psalm 
about the statutes of the Lord that are ‘‘ Sweeter also 
than honey and the honeycomb,."’ From that verse 
quite a number could go right on the end of that 
psalm, and I assure you they enjoyed doing so. 

One does not have to be a fluent talker to conduct 
this plan. No telling of a story or making of a speech 
is required, it is not even in place. The only essen- 
tial is to be sure before starting what incident. of cur- 
rent life will be handled and what incident in ‘the 
Bible is similar. Then one should think of some 
verse of the Bible that epitomizes the general thouglit. 
Where no such verse seems to suggest itself, it is not 
absolutely necessary. — Gerrit Verkuyl, Appleton, Wis. 


< 
A Bell for the Beginners 


MOST attractive feature in the Beginners part of 
a ‘*special day’’ program was the actual ring- 
ing of a large, beautifully decorated bell as the 
children sang their regular Sunday morning bell song. 
The room had been decorated for the occasion with 
goldenrod, and the bell (a wire frame obtained from 
a florist), hung above the center of the platform, was 
covered entirely with this flower, while suspended 
within it was an old-fashioned dinner bell that did the 
real ringing. A tiny boy with evident pride and 
comical gravity acted as sexton, and pulled the cord 
back and forth as the rest sang gleefully : 


** Who was here, who was here, 
At the ringing of the bell ? 
Show your hands, show your hands, show your hands !’’ 
‘* I was here, I was here 
At the ringing of the bell ; 
Here’s my hand, here’s my hand, here’s my hand.”’ 


It was done with an enthusiasm that delighted the 
audience and that undoubtedly works out the question 
of promptness in attendance among the little tots, as 
this bell swings in the center of the Beginners room, 
and the honor of acting as bell-ringer is shared -by 
them. Its decorations are easily changed from time 
to time, adding that much to the beauty of the room 
as well as its real service as ‘‘church bell.’ Any good 
‘* bell song,’’ as the children call ‘them, may be illus- 
trated in this way.—Lee McCrae, Birmingham, Ala. 


“ 
When the Little Folks Wiggle 


OW can we keep little folks from wiggling and 
twisting while we are endeavoring to hold their 
attention? What can they do with their hands 

to prevent them from poking the child in front of them, 
or playing with the hymnals, or what not? 

Here is a device that has helped me. ‘Tell the 
children their hands are to be little locks, and you, 
the teacher, are the only one who has the key. Have 
them clasp their hands behind them, Then with a 
circular motion pretend to lock all the locks at once. 
If you call a child to the front to recite or for any other 
reason, be sure to go through the ceremony of unlock- 
ing him and do not forget to lock him up again before 
he takes his seat. If a child shows signs of over- 
playfulness, tell him you would be very sorry to have 
to send any little lock to the repair shop for repairs. 

You will be surprised to see how readily children 
grasp this idea and how much they enjoy it. Like 
every good thing, however, it must not be used too often. 
After one or two trials you will find the children will 
ask for it themselves. Then is a fine time to play it, 
but do not take the pleasure of novelty away-from it-by 
carrying it on in a mechanical way, Sunday after 
Sunday.—S. £. Redmond, Buffalo, N. Y 
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the body politic is- not all that is to be done ; it is 
most important and fitting to preserve our religious 
customs ! The world over, every country has its pe- 
culiar elements of strength. Ours is a warm reverence 
for the ancient. . . . Therefore to worship aright this 
most holy man [Confucius] lies in the whole people's 
seeking him with sincerest aspiration. ... On the 
28th day of the ninth moon your President respect- 
fully invites all officials to observe this sacrificial cer- 
emony.... Let the people be apprised of this, that 
they may know (hat the government holds morality 
as the first essential,"’ 

He asserts solemnly that in thus speaking he has 
no thought of establishing a State Church, saying, 
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‘« By no means is this to be made the State religion.’’ 
Last March he had explained that ‘Catholics, 
Protestants, Mohammedans, and men of other re- 
ligious faiths will find nothing to keep them from 
official life. If the district magistrates for any reason 
are not able or do not wish to worship Confucius the 
ceremony may be conducted by some one else.”’ 

Bishop Bashford, from confidential information, 
regards this action as political and economic, and not 
as religious. The president found himself in a diffi- 
cult dilemma, facing the bitter opposition of conserv- 
ative Confucianists,.if he did nothing, and of other 
religionists and New China, if he went too far back- 
ward, 





How the Moody School Reaches the 


World’s Millions 


By one of the workers in this notable 
missionary Sunday-school 





CIX years ago the Moody Sunday-school was giving, 
1 outside iis adult classes, less than one hundred 

dollars a year to foreign missions. To-day it is 
averaging about one thousand dollars. 

Six years ago its adult classes were giving less than 
five hundred dollars a year, while to-day they have 
reached about twelve hundred dollars. 

Six years ago very little missionary literature was 
distributed in the school; and missionary methods, 
rally days, and committee meetings were almost un- 
known, There was no systematic mention of the 
cause of missions from the platform, and the school 
as a whole took almost no interest in the subject. 
To-day literature, methods, rally days, committee 
meetings, almost weekly mention from the platform, 


constant mention in prayer, frequent messages from ° 


our more than fifty representatives of the church and 
Sunday-school in foreign fields, and every one of our 
120 classes actually interested and actually giving 
each week to missions, —this is the present situation. 
,. Six, years. ago there were. nominally 1,400 persons 
in the Moody School, who were giving less than six 
hundred dollars a year to missions, as against actually 
1, 500 to-day, who are giving about twenty-two hundred 
dollars, 

. What has brought about the change? 

A little over seven years ago a successful young 
business man of New England lay ill of typhoid fever. 
His life was despaired of, but in answer to prayer God 
restored him to health. During his illness he had 
promised the Lord that, if he would spare his life, he 
would relinquish his business career and devote him- 
self entirely to the Lord's work, at home or abroad, 
as the Lord might lead. God took him.at his word. 
An unsolicited call came from Chicago to become 
Dr. A. C. Dixon's assistant in the Moody Church, 
The next year he was made also superintendent of 
the Sunday-school, His heart was on fire for mis- 
‘sions, —he himself had promised the Lord to go to 
China if he would open the way. 

Very soon he found a few others whose hearts were 
likewise burdened, and after much prayer one of these, 
Mrs. Gaylord, was asked to take the missionary situa- 
tion in hand, 

So little had hitherto been done, and there were so 
many other interests filling the minds of officers and 
teachers, that the task assigned seemed almost hope- 
less of accomplishment. It required days and nights 


of struggle and prayer before courage was given even 


to attempt it, and although the difficulties of that first 
year seemed almost too much, and the rebuffs and 
discouragements too hard to bear, yet God's grace 
proved sufficient (as it a/ways does), and subsequent 
events proved his overruling hand both in the choice 
of chairman and in plans adopted. 

First of all, not only at the beginning but all the 
way through, nothing has been attempted without 
prayer,—not for God’s blessing upon plans adopted 
without prayer, but for the revelation of his own 
plans, and then for his blessing upon their execution. 

In the second place, one of the early principles 
adopted was that ‘‘ missionary interest waits on infor- 
mation."’ Knowledge must precede action (see Rom. 
io: 14). And to carry out this principle the com- 
mittee began a systematic campaign of education. 

The chairman was given opportunity as frequently 
as she desired to present the subject from the platform 
in every department inthe school. Letters from mis- 
sionaries were read, tracts were distributed, and ral- 
lies with good speakers began to be held, care being 


, taken beforehand to ask only those speakers who were 


known to be really interested. Missionary books in 
the library were called attention to, the ‘‘ Great Com- 
mission’’ commands of the Word were pointed out, 
and every effort possible was made to ‘press home the 
duty and privilege of missions, 

These efforts soon bore fruit. The missionary col- 
lections of 1909 showed a substantial increase over 
those of the preceding year, and even more important 
was the deepened spiritual interest manifested in the 
school, and the consecration that some were led to 
make for service in foreign fields. One of the helpers 
of that first year is to-day a missionary in Korea ; 
other members of the school have since gone out to 
other parts of the globe; one is in British East Africa, 
another is in Arabia, another is in a neglected section 
of the West, two others are in South America, and 
others are elsewhere. 

In May, 1910, a plan was started for raising a mile 
of pennies ($844.80) for missions, ‘The adult classes 
(except one which had just been organized) were not 
included in the plan. Every other department and 
class was enlisted, and in a little over a year $852.16 
was realized, —$7. 36 more than the plan called for,— 
and with this amount the school was enabled to reach 
out in many new directions. 

The next important plan was the adoption of the 
‘*Missionary Bank,’’—a bank doing business in 
Chicago, Nebraska, Central America, South America, 
Africa, India, China, Japan, and the Philippines, 

Every class was provided with a blank deposit book, 
on one page were printed the following ‘‘ Terms, 
Conditions, and Regulations Governing Deposits”’ : 

‘1, Freewill offerings (only) will be received. 

‘¢2, All money deposited will be used for home 
and foreign missions. 

**3. Classes will make their deposits as a class. 
Individuals not members of any class may acquire a 
pass-book and deposit money on the above terms. 

‘¢4. Deposits can be made to the treasurer of the 
missionary committee at the desk in the Sunday- 
school office any time during the Sunday - school 
session, 

‘¢5. Ten percent interest will be credited to the 
class account once in three months on depesits of one 
dollar or more. This interest represents gifts from 
friends for the purpose of stimulating giving on the 
part of others.”’ 





arose in a recent young people's missionary meeting 
Philadelphia; the young girl who was leading had 
a talk on the great needs of “But | 
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had shown him the world’s need brought home to 


What m methods are at work in your church 
and school ? The Moody Sunday-school, famous 
throughout the country for its evangelistic zeal, has also an 
amazing record as a missionary school. But its methods, 
as described on this are open to any school. “The 
Missionary Watch Tower,” which appears once a month 
in The Sunday School Times (in this issue, on the pre- 
ceding page), will be found full of the kind of ammunition 
a live missionary Sunday-school will need. 
The Moody Sunday-school and its missi 


istone of the strong reasons why the Moody 
thirty-four’ of its members on the 


methods 
h has 
foreign mission field. 
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The bank plan was used one year in practically the 
same departments as the mile-of-pennies plan, and 
netted over $800. 

A little over two years ago the duplex envelope was 
introduced, with quite a little doubt in the minds of some 
as to its adaptability. An envelope each Sunday was 
provided for each class, ——one pocket of which is for the 
general expense offering, the other for the missionary 
offering. The latter offerings are recorded weekly by 
a missionary treasurer. 

The plan thus far has worked satisfactorily, although 
the school is still far from the realization of its ideal 
of dollar for dollar,—a dollar abroad for every dollar 
at home. At present it is giving about four dollars 
for the work at home to every dollar for the more 
pressing needs abroad. 

But the superintendent and his committee are not 
discouraged. It is their prayerful purpose to push 
harder than ever during 1915 to reach the goal. A 
few classes are already up to this mark, and others 
are rapidly approaching it. Is it any wonder, when 
such paragraphs as the following are kept constantly 
before the school : 

‘‘It is told that when the Japanese soldiers sent 
word to their emperor that it was impossible to take 
Port Arthur, the emperor sent back word that he ex- 
pected his soldiers to do impossibilities, and, as we 
know, Port Arthur was taken. Our Commander 
expects us to do what he commands; and he has the 
power to help us do it. When we give God the 
absolute right of way in our lives results will follow.’’ 

CuICcAGo. 
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Some Surprises of Bible Chronology 
(Continued from page 280) 


our ascended Lord in his last word of revelation to 
this world when he would leave as his parting mes- 
sage through John the warning of the imminence of 
his coming again said: ‘‘ Behold, I come quickly.”’ 
Exactly as my Oriental host said, ‘‘ Breakfast is just 
ready,’’—that is, it is the next event,—so our Lord 
said, ‘‘ Behold, I come quickly,’’—that is, my com- 
ing again is the next event of my part in the coming 
of the kingdom, It was an impending event. After 
nearly two thousand years it still hangs just over us, 
It may be to-morrow, it may be next year, it may be 
yet two thousand years more, but it is the next 
event,—it is ‘‘ quickly.’’ 

Once again let us return to modern Oriental custom 
and ideas for illustration. In the desert of Sinai I 
ask. the camel men if they have ever seen one of the 
great rains that sometimes come in the desert and 
produce the raging floods whose marks are so plainly 
seen in the wadies, They say, ‘‘No, but in the days 
of the old sheik, the father of Sheik Musa, there was 
one,’’ I ask the peasants of Palestine if the cholera 
has sometimes been in the land, and they say, ‘' Yes, 
the year of the famine.’’ I ask an old Greek farmer 
at Pithom in Egypt how long he has lived in the 
country, and he says, ‘‘I came the year of the rebel- 
lion of Arabi."’ It is always so; never ‘‘in 1870,’ 
or ‘*1902,"’ or any other date in years, but always in 
terms of other events. 

Surely it can not be necessary to dwell much upon 
the prevalence of this synchronistic conception of 
chronology in the biblical narrative. Who does not 
recall at once how it is said that ‘‘ In the six and thir- 
tieth year of Asa Baasha, king of Israel, came up 
against Judah’’; or, ‘‘In the year of the earthquake"’ 
something happened. The chronological system of 
the Old Testament, so far as it may be called a sys- 
tem, is synchronistic. They considered events not so 
much in the iine of succession as upon the plane ot 
contemporaneity. 

These illustrations are sufficient to open our eyes to 
the fact that the chronology of the Bible, especially 
the early Old Testament books, is peculiar. It in- 
cludes ideas to which we are not accustomed. J de- 
lieve that the chronological statements of the Bible 
are correct, and so are absolutely trustworthy. But it 
is evident that they have some peculiarities. We 
must understand these as the biblical writers intended 
them to be understood, and must not attempt to force 
upon the biblical statements modern ideas of chronol- 
ogy. Weshould asé a man what he means, not 42 
him, Then we must rid ourselves of the notion that 


there can be but one chronological idea and method, 
There is more than one method among ourselves, 
unobserved by most people, as I will show later. 

In the next article we shall see some of the difficul- 
ties which arise from trying to force the biblical 
writers to conform to our ideas of chronology. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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Live Leaders at Work in Graded Class and School 
A new pian for the supérintendent’s platform and ways of holding the younger classes 
are suggested in this forum of methods for graded workers — 





After Promotion Day 


td REQUIRES a little extra effort to make the Sun- 
day after Promotion Day an altogether pleasant 
one in the Primary room. The children who 
graduated are missed, and there is apt to be some 
confusion in arranging the children in their. new 
classes. To mark the day with a little novel bright- 
ness, and obviate confusion, one primary superintend- 
ent brought with her eighty little pieces of baby- 
ribbon—some red, blue, green, yellow, and pink. 
Forty pieces were just long enough to tie in a tiny, 
pert little bow on the top of each little chair. The 
others were shorter, for each one was to be pinned to 
the coat or dress of a scholar. 

On the chairs in the circle which belonged to the 
first year Beginners pink bows were tied. Blue bows 
were for the second year Beginners, and yellow for 
first year primaries ; green marked the chairs of the 
second year primaries, and red those of the first year. 

As each child came in, the superintendent met him 
or her at the door and pinned on dress or coat a rib- 
bon which was the color for the new class, There 
had been a meeting of superintendents and teachers 
during the week previous and a complete list of eaci 
class made out. Each little boy and girl was told to 
find a chair with his or her color on ; in this way the 
children found their new seats without confusion, and 
every one enjoyed it as much as a party.— Caroline 
Kellogg, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

> 4 . 


- An Eight-Year-Old’s Answer 


OME people have an idea that children in the 
Primary department do not receive any spiritual 

., uplift, In the Third Year Primary of the Inter- 
national Graded Series, Lesson 29, there is a sugges- 
tion of something to do: ‘‘On this page write some- 
thing-that you remember about Jesus.’’ An eight- 
year-old girl wrote after this manner : 

esus healed the sick. 
i made the blind see. 
Jesus loved little children. 
L love Jesus. 
Jesus taught us to say ‘* Our Father.”’ 

Who was the teacher? A woman who came to our 
country late in life, from across the ocean ; a woman 
who never had many opportunities to study ; a woman 
who had never had any opportunities to attend con- 
ventions and catch a glimpse of wonderful methods ; 
a woman who realized the need of teaching to boys 
and girls a love for good things, and, above all, a love 
for Jesus Christ and a need of a Saviour. 

And so when this little girl at home Sunday after- 
noon wrote down some of the things that she remem- 
bered about Jesus, her litthe heart welled up with a 
love for her Saviour, and spontaneously she wrote 
down her experience of love.—J/rs. Ella M. Snow, 
Fargo, N. D. 
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Using Assistant Superintendents 


** ] FOUND that the work had grown beyond me,”’ 

said a Cradle Roll superintendent not long ago, 

‘cand felt that I ought to resign, I had neither 
the time nor the strength necessary to give it the at- 
tention f once did. When I first became superin- 
tendent we had only about twenty members, and it 
was not a difficult task to call on the babies at fre- 
quent intervals and to do the many little things that 
the work calls for, But when we had grown until 
eighty names were enrolled, the work became ex- 
tremely heavy. I realized that a big roll was little 


‘credit to a school unless properly cared for,—that a 


Cradle Roll membership demanded more than the 
mere enroling of name and remembering of birthday. 
There was the personal contact between home and 
school representative that means so much. 

** After much prayer and thought I decided to re- 
tain my position, but to. divide the work and have 
three assistant superintendents, one each for the one-, 
two-, and three-year-old babies. I would take charge 
of the records, and have a general oversight of the 
department, but the actual work of each year or grade 
would be attended to by the assistant superintendents. 
They would keep their own records, independent of 


mine, attend to delivering the birthday cards and 
other things, and really run it as an independent de- 
partment. Once a quarter we would meet and go 
over the work together, The one-year superintendent 
would transfer to the next grade those of her number 
who had passed their first birthday ; the second-year 
superintendent would in turn transfer her two-year- 
olds, but the-third-year superintendent would keep all 
of hers until the regular promotion day, when the 
three-year-olds would graduate into the Beginners. 
‘« There were a few misunderstandings at first when 
we started, but the plan is now in first-class working 
order, and the department running better than ever. —— 
Elizabeth Williams Sudlow, Rock Island, Il. 


A Judge’s Platform Surprises 


HERE is one school that has turned the ‘* plat- 
form problem'’ into a great opportunity and a 
ricn blessing. A number of schools that study 

the uniform lessons in some departments and have 
the graded lessons in the younger classes have planned 
for platform work for the entire school by repeating 
together the responsive readings in the hymn-book cr 
by reciting choice Scripture passages. Judge Davis 
of Marinette, Wisconsin, who is the efficient superin- 
tendent of the Baptist Sunday-school of that city, has 
had remarkable success with his own special plan for 
platform work, and other superintendents may profit 
by adapting his plan to their own particular need. 

For a few minutes during the opening exercises he 
takes a current event of sufficient importance, either 
local or national, and shows how a similar event or 
principle is found in the Bible. 

During the overflow of the Ohio River he cited 
briefly the incidents, of which the papers were so 
full, and asked the school where in the Bible any 
mention was made of floods. The first reply was a 
surprise ‘to everybody. The parable of Jesus was 
mentioned, of how the floods come and overthrow the 
house that is built on the sand, while to the house 
built on a rock no damage is done. That was a 
vivifying of Scripture. The flood in the days of Noah 
was, of course, remembered by every one. The 
superintendent called attention also to the promise 
that went with it, of which we are reminded to-day in 
the rainbow. To clinch the matter and to make the 
Word of God still more real in life, the leader asked 
for a verse of Scripture that made that flood promise 
for every one every day. No one for the moment 


“could think of that magnificent passage, but one 


finally gave the answer: ‘* When thou passest through 
the waters, I will be with thee ; and through the rivers, 
they shall not overflow thee.’" That company had 
gotten nearer to the thoughts of the Bible than if they 
had merely read a passage responsively. 

On another Sunday he reminded the school of the 
impeachment and deposition of Judge Archibald. 
That incident was naturally full of meaning to our 
judge-superintendent. Questions about like incidents 
in the Bible gave many answers, There were the 
sons of Eli and the sons of Samuel, who had been 
appointed judges by their fathers, but proved unwar- 
thy of that great trust. Most of the members vividly 
recalled the deposition of King Saul, and one men- 
tioned Nebuchadnezzar. When asked for a text in 
which righteousness and a judge were mentioned the 
school was ‘‘stumped’’ for once. Then Judge Davis 
asked them to turn to Genesis 18 : 25, where it is 
written of God himself, ‘‘ Shall not the Judge of all 
the earth do right ?’’ 

Again, there was the examination of the trust mag- 
nates. Was there ever mentioned in the Bible a com- 
bination like that? The first suggestion from the 
school was the parable of Dives and Lazarus, in which 
the poor man was certainly in a miserable condition 
while the rich here on earth fared much better. But 
after some fencing the story of King Ahab and Na- 
both’s vineyard was brought to the front. Several 
texts were quoted, but the most acceptable one was: 
‘*If riches increase, set not your heart upon them."’ 
, At other times the superintendent turns to the daily 
experiences of life and lets the school do the talking, 
after a suggestion or two. On the table at home we 
had bread. Who can quote. a passage that mentions 


bread? One morning this week we had honey. Is 
there any story connected with honey? The: first 
question brought forth a burst of responses, and it was 
remarkable how many had, ‘I am the bread of life*’ 
at the very tips of their tongues. The responses to 
the honey story were not so ready. Yet, ‘*A land 
flowing with milk and honey'’ was soon suggested. 
One student related the incident of Samson who slew 
a lion, and after a few days found honey in the car- 
cass. The pastor for once took part, reminding the 
school of the time when Jonathan put his staff into a 
honeycomb and was thus revived. This led so natu- 
rally to that beautiful verse from the Nineteenth Psalm 
about the statutes of the Lord that are ‘* Sweeter also 
than honey and the honeycomb,’’ From that verse 
quite a number could go right on the end of that 
psalm, and I assure you they enjoyed doing so. 

One does not have to be a fluent talker to conduct 
this plan. No telling of a story or making of a speech 
is required, it is not even in place. The only essen- 
tial is to be sure before starting what incident..of cur- 
rent life will be handled and what incident in ‘the 
Bible is similar. Then one should think of some 
verse of the Bible that epitomizes the general thought. 
Where no such verse seems to suggest itself, it is not 
absolutely necessary. — Gerrit Verkuyl, Appleton, Wis. 


“ 
A Bell for the Beginners 


MOST attractive feature in the Beginners part of 
a ‘*special day’’ program was the actual ring- 
ing of a large, beautifully decorated bell as the 
children sang their regular Sunday morning bell song. 
The room had been decorated for the occasion with 
goldenrod, and the bell (a wire frame obtained from 
a florist), hung above the center of the platform, was 
covered entirely with this flower, while suspended 
within it was an old-fashioned dinner bell that did the 
real ringing. A tiny boy with evident: pride and 
comical gravity acted as sexton, and pulled the cord 
back and forth as the rest sang gleefully : 


** Who was here, who was here, 
At the ringing of the bell ? 
Show your hands, show your hands, show your hands !'’ 
‘* I was here, I was here 
At the ringing of the bell ; 
Here’s my hand, here’s my hand, here’s my hand.’’ 


It was done with an enthusiasm that delighted the 
audience and that undoubtedly works out the question 
of promptness in attendance among the little -tots, .as 
this bell swings in the center of the Beginners room, 
and the honor of acting as bell-ringer is shared -by 
them. Its decorations are easily changed from time 
to time, adding that much to the beauty of the room 
as well as its real service as ‘church bell.’’ Any good 
‘* bell song,’’ as the children call them, may be illus- 
trated in this way.—Lee McCrae, Birmingham, Ala. 


“ 
When the Little Folks Wiggle 


OW can we keep little folks from wiggling and 
twisting while we are endeavoring to hold their 
attention? What can they do with their hands 

to prevent them from poking the child in front of them, 
or playing with the hymnals, or what not? 

Here is a device that has helped me. ‘Tell the 
children their hands are to be little locks, and you, 
the teacher, are the only one who has the key. Have 
them clasp their hands behind them. Then with a 
circular motion pretend to lock all the locks at once, 
If you call a child to the front to recite or for any other 
reason, be sure to go through the ceremony of unlock- 
ing him and do not forget to lock him up again before 
he takes his seat. If a child shows signs of over- 
playfulness, tell him you would be very sorry to have 
to send any little lock to the repair shop for repairs. 

You will be surprised to see how readily children 
grasp this idea and how much they enjoy it. Like 
every good thing, however, it must not be used too often. 
After one or two trials you will find the children will 
ask for it themselves. Then is a fine time to play it, 
but do not take the pleasure of novelty away-from it-by 
carrying it on in a mechanical way, Sunday after 
Sunday.—S. £. Redmond, Buffalo, N. Y 
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LESSON 8. MAY 23. DAVID KING OVER JUDAH AND ISRAEL 
2 Samuel 2: 1-7; 5: 1-5. Commit 5: 2,3. (Or, Whitsuntide Lesson,—!1 Corinthians 12 : 1-13) 
Golden Text: Jehovah is my strength and my shield; my heart hath trusted in him, and I am helped.—Psalm 28 : 7 





The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Galloudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


ARL REICH, of Bremen, who has collected speci- 
mens of the birds of the entire world, decided 
to make a talking machine record of a nightin- 

ale’s song. One of the catalogues of the Victor 
Palking Machine Company published his account of 
how he went at it. ‘‘Only when I was alone with 
the bird would it rp said Mr. Reich. ‘As soon 
as the recording machine was put into operation the 
bird would stop abruptly. Where we have trained a 
bird to sing just in front ofthe horn he invariably slips 
to one side the moment he hears the noise of the ma- 
chine working —and of course half the sound is lost, 
and often he will stop singing altogether. 

‘These difficulties seemed to point to the impossi- 
bility of success. I persevered, however. First of all 
I allowed the birds to fly about in the room. ‘Their 
favorite food was placed in the mouth of the horn, be- 
hind which was erected a dummy recording machine. 
Whenever they went into the horn to fetch their pet 
food, the clockwork was set in motion. To give more 
confidence to the birds I often got them to eat food 
out of my own hand. The machine and the horn be- 
came familiar to them, It took four years of this sort 
of work to get the birds in a state in which a record 
of their singing could be made, but we have been 
amply repaid for all our trouble in these perfect re- 
productions,” 

Four years of patient perseverance to capture the 
song of a little bird! But did you ever think of the 

atience that God has to exercise before he succeeds 
in getting some of his human children to that confi- 
dence in him and obedience to his will that turns their 
whole life into a song? God’s patience with David is 
the glory of David's life, 


Our Background Material 

We have studied the six Ages or Dispensations 
that run from man’s creation to the Second Coming 
of Christ: Innocence, Conscience, Human Gevern- 
ment, Promise, Law, Grace. For a brief, clear state- 
ment of the Seventh or Kingdom Age, when this 
earth for the first time will be under the personal 
reign of Christ, the following is taken from Dr. C. I. 
Scofield’s remarkable little book, ‘‘ Rightly Dividing 
the Word of Truth,’1 which every lover of the Bible 
should have : 

After the purifying judgments which attend the personal 
return of Christ to the earth, he will reign over restored 
Israel and over the earth for one thousand years. This is 
the period commonly called the Millennium, The seat of 
his power will be Jerusalem, and the saints, including the 
saved of the Dispensation of Grace, viz., the Church, will 
be associated with him in his glory, See Acts 15 : 14-17; 
Isa, 2: 1-4; Rev. 19: 11-21; 20: 1-6; Isa, 11,—the en- 
tire chapter. 

But when Satan is ** loosed a little season,’’ he finds the 
natural heart as prone to evil as ever, and easily gathers 
the nations to battle against the Lord and his saints, and 
this last dispensation closes, like all the others, in judg- 
ment. The ‘‘ great white throne ’’ is set, the wicked dead 
are raised and finally judged, and then come the ‘‘ new 
heaven and a new earth,’’—eternity is begun. 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to lesson-articles in this 
issue, Bold-face figures at the eud of certain paragraphs in those 
articles will help in quickly locating the references. 

David seemed *' every inch a king” when he spared 
the life of the king who was a failure, humbled him. 
self before God and Saul, and heard the words spoken 
to him, ‘t Thou shalt. both do mightily, and shalt 
surely prevail” (rt Sam, 26:25). He was on the 
heights. Could not God now say, ‘‘ My patience is 
rewarded; David's training is complete” ? 

The devil would rather throw a man when he is on 
the heights than anywhere else; he falls farther and 
harder. And he threw David. For David now 
passed into one of the worst periods of his life, and 
stayed there for almost a year and a half. 

‘The teacher must be sure to rcad all the Scripture 
material intervening between last Sunday's lesson 
and this: chapters 27 to 31 of First Samuel, and 1 of 
Second Samuel. Then make vividly clear to the 
class the story of these intervening events, which 
“teem with interest and meaning, 

David's faith collapsed. Without asking God's 
counsel he left the country of God's people, went to 
live in the land of the enemy, hopelessly certain of 
dying at Saul’s hand unless he did so, and joined 
himself to Achish king of Gath, who gave him Ziklag 





tit wo he had for x5 cents from Loizeaux Brothers, r East 13th 
St., New York City. 


1 And it came to pass after this, that David inquired of Je- 
hovah, saying, Shall | g6 up into any of the cities of Judah? 
And Jehovah said unto him, Goup. And David said, Whither 
shall I go up? And he said, Unto Hebron: 2 So David went 
up thither, and his two wives also, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess, 
and Abigail the wife of Nahal the Carmelite. 3 And his men 
that were with him did David bring up, every man with his 
household : and they dwelt in the cities of Hebron. 4 And 
the men of Judah came, and there they anointed David king 
over the house of Judah. 

And they told David, saving, The men of Jabesh-gilead were 
they that buried Saul. 5 And David sent messengers unto the 
men of Jabesh-gilead, and said unio them, Blessed be ye of 
Jehovah, that ye have showed this kindness unto your tora, 
even unto Saul, and have buried him. 6 And now Jehovah 
show lovingkindness and truth unto you; and I also will re- 
quite you this kindness, because ye have done this thing. 7 
Now therefore let your hands be strong, and be ye valiant; 
for Saul your lord is dead, and also the house of Judah have 
anointed me king over them. 

5:1 ‘Then came all the tribes of Israel to David unto He- 
bron, and spake, saying, Behold, we are thy bone and thy 
flesh. 2 In times past, when Saul was king over us, it was 
thou that leddest out and broughtest in Israel: and Jehovah 
said to thee, Thou shalt be shepherd of my people Israel, and 
thou shalt be ! prince over Israel. 3 So all the elders of Israel 
came to the king to Hebron ; and king David made a covenant 
with them in Hebron before Jehovah : and they anointed Da- 
vid king over Israel. 4 David was thirty years old when he 
began to reign, and he reigned forty years, 5 In Hebron he 
reigned over Judah seven years and six months ; and po 
salem he reigned thirty and three years over all Israel and 

udah. 
J 1 Or, leader 
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to live in. He lied to Achish to win his favor, saying 
that he had raided the people of Judah when he bad 
not. When Achish prepared to fight Israel, and 
asked David to go with him, David agreed, and was 
only providentially prevented from this great sin 
through the distrust of Achish’s princes and advisers, 
Then great calamity strikes, ‘ David’s absence 
from Ziklag the Amalekites raid, burn it with fire, 
and take the women and children captive. David at 
last flings himself upon God again. He ‘‘strength- 
ened himself in Jehovah his God” (30 : 6). He asked 
God what to do. God answers, and under. God’s 
guidance he pursues the Amalekites and has a great 
victory, recovering all that they had taken, both 
human beings and spoil. 

Notice what was happening at almost exactly the 
same time in the lives of two great sinners, Saul 
and David. Saul, an unrepentant sinner, goes down 
to death and drags his family and his country with 
him. David, arepentant sinner, is given a glorious 
victory over the enemy and many are saved with 
him. We are all sinners ; but which ending do we 
want? 

Still more of this intervening material can be given 
to the class, than is briefly touched upon here. Be 
sure toinclude something of David's wonderful lament 
over Saul and Jonathan (2 Sam. 1 : 19-27). 

David, still in Ziklag in the enemy’s country, is, 
however, right with God, and now he quietly asks 
God just what he shall do, but not whether he is to 
be king (2:1). Obeying God and returning to He- 
bron, we are told with inspired simplicity (v. 4) that 
the men of Judah make him their king. 

Stormy times follow ; but not of David’s making. 
Bring out clearly the facts of 2:8to4:12. Amid 
fighting and bad blood, civil war and intrigue, David 
pi 5 bee lifts not a finger to secure the kingdom 
of Israel ; but the opposition steadily weakens itself 
and his cause steadily grows stronger, until, seven 
and a half years after ascending Judah’s throne, the 
men of all Israel make him their king. 


David’s polygamy a source of trouble (Griffith Thomas, 
Il, 6). 

We can have our every move ordered by wisdom and 
infallibility (Ridgway, 1). 

Jabesh-gilead perhaps failed to respond 
friendly greeting (Griffith Thomas, II, 8). 

Three reasons given by the men of Israel for making 
David their king (Griffith Thomas, III, 40). 

It takes more than altruism to help others lastingly 
(Round-Table, 2). 

A striking illustration of the differing life-courses of 
Saul and David (Baldwin, 1). 

Getting a railroad president ready (Pucker, 3-2). 


to David’s 


Several points appear in these chapters showing 
David as a type of his greater Son our Lord-(in pre- 
ceding lessons twenty-eight have been noted): 


29. His complete victory over the raiding Amalekites 
(1 Sam, 30 : 18, 19), and recovery of all that they thought 
they had successfully taken, typifies Christ’s complete vic- 
tory over our enemy, the recavery out of the hand of Satan 
of all that belongs to Christ (Col. 2 : 13-15). 

30. David was recognized as ‘‘ shepherd and prince ”’ of 
ail Israel (§:: 2)i. And Christ when: he comes again will 





be recognized by all Israel as their Shepherd and Prince 
(Ezek. 34 : 11, 12, 13, 23, 24). 

31. Undoubtedly some of those who had stood by David as 
eompanions and helpers while he was an outcast were 
specially remembered in places of power when he was 
made king (Griffith Thomas, IJ, 6; 2 Sam, 23 :8-39). ‘If 
we endure, we shall also reign with him’ (2 Tim. 2 : 12). 

Fs David was three times anointed king (1 Sam. 16 : 13; 
2 Sam. 2:4; 5:43). May these three anointings typify 
three periods in our Lord’s experience ?—his baptism and 
recognition by the Father (Matt. 3 : 16, 17); his triumphal 
entry into Jerusalem and partial recognition as king (Matt. 
21 : 4-9); his coming again in glory as the recognized king 
of all (Rev, 11 : 15). 

Warring and disunited Israel was made one under 
David. Christ makes men one (Griffith Thomas, III, 12; 
John 17 : 20-23; Gal. 3 : 28). 


The Truth That Is Golden 


David fell from a mountain-peak of spiritual vic- 
tory and privilege to a black valley of defeat, and 
he deliberately chose to stay there in discouraged 
impotence for a longtime. Yet-the instant he turned 
to God, God gave him a sweeping victory over his 
enemies; and when again he asked God’s guidance, 
God directs him to Hebron, where he is promptly 
made king. Does it not seem strange that God would 
so bard restore and bless and establish one who 
had deliberately and unjustifiably sinned after hav- 
wp gr ee the wonders of God’s love and grace ? 

ut that is the meaning of grace: undeserved 
mercy and lovingkindness, If grace is undeserved 
at all, then it is just as natural and reasonable for 
God’s grace to bless us infinitely after the most awful 
and deliberate sin as after a seemingly trifling sin: 
Grace is grace. It depends upon the character of 
God,.not upon our merit or desert. It acts instantly, 
whenever we are ready to receive it. It never re- 
bukes a penitent sinner, but only the impenitent ; for 
the penitent it has only words of eager, loving wel- 
come and restoration, We can turn from the most 
wilful and unthinkable sin and, if we repent and con- 
fess and surrender and trust, we shall hear God say, 
‘* Now step on to the throne and reign."' (Rom. 5:17). 


Teaching Points 


Unregenerate men utterly failed to appreciate David’s 
God-led life and purpose and attitude toward his enemies 
(2 Sam, 1 : 9-16; 4: 8-12). 

Every time any one attempted to go contrary.to God and 
God’s will, misery and defeat followed. See the experience 
of Saul, David, Abner, Ishbosheth, and others in these 
stormy chapters. Why should we ever take the hard way, 
when God’s easy way is always ours for the taking ? 

Try reading through the book of 1 Samuel before next 
Sunday, so as to have its material clearly in mind as we go 
on in our study of 2 Samuel. 

‘‘The coming of all Israel to Hebron was one of the 
most magnificent spectacles in the history of the nation, 
One only needs to take a pencil and add the numbers men- 
tioned in 1 Chronicles 12 : 24-37 to find what a great army 
had gathered to make Davict-king. There were 1,222 
chiefs and 339,600 men ’”’ (Gaebelein), 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

Why did not David put a stop to the civil war between 
his followers and the men of Israel (2 Sam. 2-4) if, as 
was evident, he did not approve of it ? 

Who is the better Christian, the one who is doing most 
for God, or the one’ who is receiving most from God ? 

Does not the wonderful and infinite grace of God put a 
premium on our sinning? If at any time that we repent 
of‘any sin we can be completely forgiven and instantly re- 
stored, does not this fact invite us to sin freely? 

How did God let men’s sinful fighting contribute to His 
wn purposes in these chapters ? 

For how long would you be willing to trust God when 
he apparently gave you no sign or evidence that he was 
caring for you? : 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 
David Brings the Ark to Jerusalem (2 Sam. 6: 1-19; Psa. 24). 
[For the teacher to give the classa week ahead. The suggestions 
and questions are for the members’ own preparation.] 
Would God ever strike a man dead for not being 
reverent in handling a wood and gold: box? Let us 
read 2 Samuel 6 : 1-19 before next Sunday and come 
to class prepared to give our views on this question. 
David wanted Goa enthroned in the royal city, Jeru- 
salem. But he was half afraid of this, too,—until 
something happened which cleared away his doubts. 


Where did we last leave the ark of God, in this year’s 
lessons? 

What was done with it after the Philistines had captured 
it? (1 Sam. 5 : I to 7: 2). 

Describe the ark (Exod. 25 : 10-15). 

Why was David so joyful (2 Sam. 6 : 14, 15)? 
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bed ARRY thou the Lord’s leisure.” This is the 

Prayer Book Version of ‘‘ Wait for Jehovah” 

_ (Psa, 27: 14). The long process of David's 

discipline was completed, the qualities necessary for 

his life-work had been developed, and now he was 
both prepared and ready for the kingship. 


I. Surroundings of the Lesson 

- Connection.—The immediate links between the 
last lesson and this need attention. After David had 
‘spared Saul (1 Sam, 26) he realized that his life was 
in danger, but he made the great mistake of asso- 
ciating himself with the Philistines instead of quietly 
trusting in God (1 Sam. 27). Meanwhile, the closing 
scenes and final tragedy of Saul’s life soon took 
place (r Sam. 28 to 31). Immediately after Saul’s 
death David revealed his conciliatory attitude, which 
was also thoroughly shown by his lament over Saul 
and Jonatban(2 Sam. 1). Thus tig? epos was at 
length clear for David to fulfil the divine purpose 
and become king. (3) 

The book known as 2 Samuel calls for some atten- 
tion. Although there is really no division between 
the first and second books, it is necessary to analyze 
the latter in relation to David. Originally the two 
books were one, covering the period from the begin- 
ning of Samuel's life to the end of David's, and deal- 
ing with three men: Samuel, Saul, and David. But 
2 Samuel is occupied wholly with David, and may be 
thus divided: 1. ‘‘ David’s rope over Judah”’ (1 to 
4): 2. ‘* David's reign over all Israel” (5 to21). (1) 

is glory (1 to 10). (2) His fall (11 to 20). 3. Ap- 
pendix (21 to 24). It will be seen that the purpose of 
the inspired writer is still, as before, to give selections 
only, dealing with critical events from the standpoint 
of religion. There is no idea of giving a full record of 
David's reign, but only those points that were re- 
garded as specially important. (2) 

Time.— According to Beecher this would be about 
1056 B. C., though (as before) other authorities differ 
by a céntury, making it 956 B. C. 


II. Tho Lesson . 

There is no parallel account to David’s accession 
to the kingdom of Judah, but 1 Chronicles 11 and 12 
give a vivid picture of the men of Israel as they 
come to make David king over the whole land. (3) 

The Devout Attitude (vs. 1-3).—After the results 
of Gilboa David naturally desired to know what was 
to be the next step. It is probable that he was sus- 
pected through his association with Achish, the 
enemy of Israel, and for this reason, among others, 
he sought guidance of God. The probable method 
of communication was through the high priest (Exod. 
28 : 30; Num. 27: 21; 1Sam.10: 22; 23 : 6, 9; 14: 3; 
22:10; 30: 7; 28: 6), who would communicate with 
God through the Urim and Thummim, a method of 
ascertaining the will of God by the high priest of 
which we have no exact particulars. David did not 
ask about his kingship, but only as to the place 
whither he should go up among the cities of Judah. 
The need of the nation at that time for a leader was 
very great, and the divine answer naturally came 
that he was to go up to the city of Hebron. (4) 

Hebron was one of the most ancient cities (Num. 
13 : 22), already in existence in Abraham’s time under 
the name Kiriath-arba (Gen. 23: 2). When Canaan 
was conquered it became the possession of Caleb, 
and formed one of the cities of refuge (Josh. 14: 
13-15; 21: 11-13). David’s capital for the first seven 

ears of his reign, it became still more important. 

t lay about fifteen miles south of Bethlehem and 
twenty south of Jerusalem. The name means ‘‘fel- 
lowship,” and it is interesting that its modern name 
is ‘‘the friend,” no doubt in memory of the only one 
in the Old Testament, Abraham, who was cafled the 
friend of God (2 Chron. 20:7). It occupied a cen- 
tral position in the tribe of Judah, and was also a 
strong place, so that it was eminently suitable as a 
capital for the new kingdom, with the Philistines on 
the one side and the followers of Saul on the other. (5) 

The fact that David was accompanied by his two 
wives (1 Sam. 25 : 42, 43) indicates that there was an 
expectation of permanence. ‘There’ is no doubt that 
this possession of two wives was one of the elements 
in David's life which led to subsequent trouble. The 
men who were with David were probably those who 
had accompanied him in his wandering (1 Sam. 
27 : 2); though doubtless others left Saul and Saul’s 
side for David (1 Sam. 30: 26; 1 Chron. 12). David 
was at that time in Ziklag (2 Sam. 1: 1). (6) 

The Definite Appointment (v. 4).—The men of 
Judah whocame to meet David were pretty certainly 
the elders of his own tribe... They had. come to elect 
him as king, and although he had been anointed pri-, 
_ vately before by Samuel to indicate the divine choice, 

it was at once natural and necessary to repeat the 
anointing in public as the outward and visible inau- 


guration of his reign. Saul in like manner was first 
ere anointed (1 Sam. 10: 1) and afterward pub- 
icly inaugurated, and perhaps even anointed again 
(1 Sam. 11: 14, 15). As usual the rite of anointing 
meant a divine appointment, and a symbolical assur- 
ance of divine power, the oil symbolizing what is 
taught in the New Testament as the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. Priests, prophets, and kings were all thus 
appointed, and the king became specially known as 
**'Phe Anointed of Jehovah.” The word ‘ anointed”’ 
is equivalent to ‘‘ Messiah.” (7) 

The Discreet Appreciation (vs. 4-7).—At this time 
a message came to David telling him who had buried 
Saul, the men of Jabesh-gilead. This was on the 
other side of the Jordan, and has already come be- 
before us in these studies (1 Sam. 11: 1-11). The 
people were naturally deeply attached to Saul be- 
cause of what he had done for them. David there- 
upon sends a message of gratitude, thanking them 
and praying God’s et on them for what they 
had done to Saul, This gratitude was wisely asso- 
ciated with an announcement concerning himself, 


indicating a friendly approach which it was hoped 


might lead to their allegiance being transferred to 
him. Not only does he pray that God’s blessing 
might rest upon them, but he promises to show them 
a like spirit of gratitude and friendliness for their 
action. Unfortunately, however, it does not seem 
that the people responded to his approach, for Gibeah 
became the headquarters of his rival, Saul’s son. (8) 

The Disastrous Action (vs. 8-11).—It was unfortu- 
nate that David’s kingship was not at once acknowl- 
edged by the whole of the people. Abner, the cap- 
tain of Saul’s army, at once took steps to appoint 
Saul’s son, Ishbosheth, as king in his father’s place. 
‘This was not due to consultation with Jehovah, but 
was merely a human action, doubtless intended to 
stem the popular tide in the direction of David. 

The Dwindling Attachment(2:12 to 4: 12).—Abner 
at once' ehdeavored to bring about trouble by civil 
war, and ‘the result was soon seen to be disastrous to 


‘him and his side. ..Then came the quarrel between 


him and Ishbosheth, no doubt due to the fact that he 
himself wished to usurp the kingship in the place of 
the weak son of Saul. When this was found impos- 
sible he went over to David's side, and was killed by 
Joab in revenge for the death of Asahel. All this 
meant so much disintegration of the forces of Ish- 
bosheth, until at length he himself was put to death 
by two of his followers, and thus gradually every- 
thing turned in the direction of David. (9) _ - 

The Deliberate Acknowledgment (5: 1-3).—At 
length the time had come for David's cause to be ex- 
tended so as to cover the whole of the land, and it is 
likely that only a short interval elapsed between the 
death of Ishbosheth and the election of David. 
Although seven years were occupied with David's 
reign at Hebron, five of these are practically un- 
known, but were doubtless spent in the needed work 
of consolidation. The men of Israel, as represented 
by their warriors or elders, came to David to elect 
him, giving three reasons for their action: 1. He 
was of their kinship (Gen. 29:14; Judges 9:2). 2. 
He had been their leader indays past. 3. It was the 
divine purpose that he should be the king. They 
must have known all this long before, and their 
words condemn their action in accepting Ishbosheth 
as their king; but, on the principle of ‘better late 
than never,” we may welcome what they did at this 
time. The result was that all the elders present, as 
representing the people, made a covenant with David, 
a solemn contract between themselves and the king. 
This was probably a charter indicating the royal 
tights and also the rights of the people. The mon- 
archy in Israel was never an absolute autocracy (1 
Sam. 10: 25; 1 Kings 12:3). Everything was done 
in the spirit of religion asin the presence of Jehovah, 
and for the third time David was anointed king. (10) 

The Divine Approval (vs. 4, 5).—And so in the 
prime of life, thirty years of age, when the Levites 
took up their duties (Num. 4:3), when our Lord 
began his ministry (Luke 3: 23), David entered upon 
his complete inheritance. The verses summarize the 
whole reign of forty years, including seven years 
and six months in Hebron over a only, and in 
ebay thirty-three over the whole jand. Jerusa- 
em was central between Judah and Benjamin, and 

ractically belonged to th. The centrality of 
Jerusalem cn 4 be well illustrated by the position of 
ashington, D. C., as outside the usual States. The 
fortress of Jerusalem known as Jebus was stilt in the 
hands of the Canaanites, but was captured early in 
David's reign (5 : 6-10). (11) 


1%. Central Truths 


1. The Features of Hts Character.—Looking over 
the story the following points stand out as expressive 
of David’s real character at this time. Each thought 
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should be illustrated from the lesson in order to see 
something of what he was and did. He was (1) 
Magnanimous; (2) Tactful ; (3) Humble; (4) Conse- 
crated; (5) Obedient; (6) Resolute. 

2. The Explanation of His Power.—It is now es- 
sential to inquire how it was that he was able to 
manifest these characteristic features. The Golden 
Text reminds us that his strength was in God, and 
the following points stand out in the story: (1) He 
knew God's will; (2) he waited God’s time; (3) he 
trusted God’s word; (4) he sought God’s guidance; 
(5) he obeyed God’s command; (6) he received God’s 
blessing. This is the meaning of the Golden Text,— 
God was his strength and shield, and he was helped 
because of his true trust and obedience. A fine 
treatment of this will be found in ** From Samuel to 
Solomon,” by Dr, Charles Robinson (American ‘Tract 


‘Society, $1). It is illustrative of the text, ‘‘ Thy 


gentleness hath made me great" (Psa. 18:35). Loy- 
alty to God fitted David to rule over Israel. 

3. The Influence of His Position.—\t is clear from 
the story that one of the main results of David's king- 
ship was the unity of the whole nation under him as 
the leader, The kingship was almost entirely in- 
tended for this purpose, and David brought into one 
the various conflicting elements which had been 
found a trouble in earlier days. This thought of 
unity in kingship. gives special point to the lesson for 
Whitsunday on the ‘'-Unity of the Spirit” (1 Cor. 
12: I-13). As the men of Israel came with one heart 
to make David king (1 Chron. 12: 38), so our ascended 
Lord unites Jews and Gentiles in one body by the 
Holy Spirit. Much is said in the New ‘Testament of 
this ba tg, * apd of Christ by his Holy Spirit (Eph. 
2:14-18). For us to-day the lesson is clear that Jesus 
must be the Lord and Master of our life on the 
throne of our will in order that the Holy Spirit may 
fill our life. As historically the Spirit was not given 
until Jesus was glorified (John 7:39), so spiritually 
the Holy Spirit never comes with power into our life 
until and unless we ‘* make Jesus King.” (12) 


IV. The Lesson Outline 

. The Devout Attitude (Psa. 138: 1-6.) 

The Definite Appointment (Psa, 37 : 3-6). 

‘The Discreet Appreciation (Psa, 18 : 30-35). 

The. Disastrous Action (Psa, 62: 1-5). 

The Dwindling Attachment (Psa. 89: 19-24), 

. The Deliberate Acknowledgement (Psa, 92: 8-11). 
. The Divine Approval (Psa. 78 : 67-72). 

Wycuirre CoLLece, TORONTO. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Their Secret of Success.—Sha/// goup?... Jehovah 
said unto him, Go up (v. 1). No wonder David was 
such aringing success, ho wouldn't, with Wisdom 
and Infallibility to order every move! Yet every 
fellow can have this same guidance for the asking. 
God tells all his Davids when to**Goup.” ‘This is 
what makes them Davids—the arriving Davids (Psa. 
37:23; Isa. 28: 26). I have almost come to the place 
where I can say there is scarcely a long-established 
prosperous ‘‘kingdom” but has some one at the head 
or near head who continually asks God, ‘*Shall I go 
up?” If the ‘‘old man” happens to be a heathen 
who knows not God, the vice, the secretary, the treas- 
urer, the general manager, the. head clerk, the pur- 
chasing agent or some other potent power about the 
plant is doing it. Now just think of any young man 
with a career to make missing this ‘‘ Open Sesame” 
to worldly success and happiness. No wonder the 
ay Spirit who wrote this great book puts the un- 
godly down among the insane and blinded of the 
devil. 1 goall over the land and meet the head men 
in all kinds of business, and I can not remember 
having struck a place I did not find a religious man 
near the top. And I always test every concern I visit 
for this very thing (Luke 15: 17; 2,Cor. 4: 4). (5) 

** Going Up ? *°—His men that were with him did 
David bring up (v.3). David's men were more than 
ordinary troops. They had all come along together, 
sharing dangers and hardships. Does milady have 
any trouble to get the maids to wear the little white 
cheerful caps about their duties? Well, let milady 
wear a head-covering herself and all objection will 
vanish. AsI write this note I am sitting in the office 
of a noted food manufacturing concern. All the 
many men here in this great office are in white duck 
coats. So are the president, secretary, treasurer, gen- 
eral manager. ‘The officers’ coats have white frogs 
worked on them, which is the only difference. Every 
clerk’s coat is very comfortable because the ‘old 
man’s” is. Employers everywhere, can you take a 
hint? The David organization was the most effi- 
cient I have ever known, historical or contemporary. 
There were just two causes for this efficiency—first, 
the ‘‘boss” was all right with God; second, the 
‘* boss” was next to his men. Turn the pages of the 
Old Book and read what God has written and you will 
find the secret of going up. To paraphrase Tenny- 
son, ‘‘ More jobs are yot by prayer than this world 
dreams of” (Josh. 1 : 8). (2) 


The Best Policy.— David sent messengers unto the 
men of Jabesh-gilead (v. 5). Kaingly and kindly are 
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the same word. They are our word kin, as I have 
often told you. You owe me love if I am your kin. 
Of the same blood. ‘The blood of Christ makes 
Christians kin. And consequently xinp?? Well, 
then, let’s turn over a new leaf. Because David had 
the heavenly hand bringing him up his first move 
was a heavenly act. While David's heart prompted 
the act, it would have been a credit to David's head. 
Kindness is the best policy (Prov. 10:22). When 
Henrietta marries and comes with Paul to be the 
queen in a little red brick kingdom in old Coatesville 
her kindness to man and maid will do more to estab- 
lish her than her gowns and get-up, The back-stairs 
wireless communicates with every parlor in town. 
The ‘‘king” who is on the throne down at the mill 
came up as David did, gentle, kind, soft-voiced and 
mild-mannered, forceful and—why not print it—a 
leading spirit in the get-there Bible class up at old 
Olivet M. E. (2 Sam, 22: 36). (3) 


The Paying Thing.—/ a/so will reqguite you this 
kindness ea 6). Both man and maid repay kindness 
in the only coin they have to offer—good service. 
Yes, George, I know there are rare exceptions, one 
inahundred. Oneswallow does not make a summer, 
and one visit to our Sunday-school does not make a 
Methoterian. And because your mother's ‘‘girl”’ 
went back on her does not prove that household kind- 
ness is not bringing splendid service in many a home. 
David can be kind and ‘on to his job” at the same 
time. Kindness never means slackness. Weakness 
is never kindness. Note that canny little hint in 
verse 7, willyou, ‘‘ I’m king now.” (4) 


United We Stand.—7Z%ey anointed David king 
over Israel (v. 5:3). A united pos under a 
united young leader. Now, watch things hum! 
This is always the secret of success. united 
leader,— united to God. At enthusiastic thirty 
when he took hold of God's people for a great nation. 
So was Jesus. ‘The Hebrews had only to keep on 
following David's leading down the years to have 
gone salves greatness to greatness, They had only 
to follow David's greater Son to have gone on from 
glory to glory and made a new and perfect civiliza- 
tion. And the United States and our cousins across 
the lakes have only to follow the leading of the godly 
founders and our Christian statesmen to become the 
world’s greatest blessing among the nations. Right 
here in Coatesville (and in all other villes under the 
shadow of the little black steeples) there are living, 
happy and prosperous, master and man, mistress and 
maid, Italian and Slav, black and white, all of us 
neighbors, and all of us honored and respected in just 
so far as we are Goop. ‘There are other lands which 
are the abode of anarchy, Sabbath desecration, bull- 
fights, cocking-pits, poverty, misery, because there 
is no God-joined leadership (Exod, 23: 20; 1 Tim. 
4:8). (§) 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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Thé Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this de- 
artment. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal 
esson illustration used. and two dollars for the best 

illustration each week. Manuscripts are to reach the ‘limes 
three months in advance of the lesson date. A circular explain- 
ing the acceptance of material, and the year's lesson calendar, 
will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 


In the Mines.—/ehovah is my strength and my 
shield (Golden Text). A writer tells of a visit to the 
famous Calumet and Hecla mines in northern Michi- 
gan shortly before 5 o’clock in the afternoon. As they 
came to the mouth of the mine, a friend said to him, 
‘‘Stand here and listen.” ‘There was silence for a 
moment and, coming from the earth beneath their 
feet, faint sounds were heard. They grew stronger 
and more distinct as they waited, seeming like the 
weird melodies played by the wind on telegraph wires. 
Nearer and nearer they came, mingled with the creak- 
ing of machinery, and resolving themselves at last 
into the familiar notes of *‘ Nearer, My God, to Thee.” 
In a moment the cage reached the oy he the shaft, and 
the day shift of Welsh miners, who had been singing 
their way up from ——— of hundreds of feet, stepped 
out, and, baring their heads, joined in ‘*‘ Praise God, 
From Whom All Blessings Flow,” and then quietly 
turned homeward. ‘They do this every night when 
their work is done,” said che friend. ‘‘It is their 
expression of praise and thanksgiving.”"—From the 
American Messenger. . Sent by Mrs, H. D. Evans, 
Baltimore, Md. (i) 


Helped to Help Others.— Vy heart hath trusied in 
him, and I am helped (Golden Text). When Jane 
Addams, of Hull House, Chicago, was asked some 
years ago upon whom she most relied for volunteer 
unsalaried workers, ‘‘creedless aitruists, or church 
members ?” she frankly replied: ‘* They are all Chris- 
tians from evangelical churches, I have had a good 
many ‘altruists’ try it, but I never knew any slum 
worker to stand the wear and tear of our work for over 
three weeks unless inspired by Christian love.” And 
another testimony comes from Miss Kate Marsden, 
working among the lepers of Siberia, who writes, 
‘The claims of humanity are insufficient, alone, to 
sustain prolonged consecration to the service of the 
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suffering; a higher inspiration -is required." — From 
the Rochester Times. Sent by W. /. Hart, D.D., 
Dolgeville, N. Y. The prize for this week is 
awarded to this illustration. (2) . 


Soil and Souls.—My heart hath trusted in him, 
and I am helped (Golden Text). Dan Crawford 
pore: ‘Ten years ago I passed along the edge of a 
field, and there was the owner toiling at the hard 
soil, a drought having baked the earth like a 
brick, ‘ From the passing a passing word’ is a local 
proverb, so I comply with tribal courtesy, bawling 
across the cornfield a regret that the soil is so oner- 
ous and intractable. But the churlish clay has made 
a churlish cultivator. Back from my gruff friend 
comes the gruffer blasphemy: ‘ Yes, a hard God has 
hardened the soil by denying rain.’” Mr. Crawford 

assed the same man in the same field ten years 
ater, ‘‘after two successive days of rain had soaked 
the soil soft. The old growler’s face is wreathed in 
smiles, ... I smile across a remark about the child’s 
play hoeing under such simple conditions. Saved 
and knows it, what does he now answer—this same 
man in this same field to this same passer-by? 
‘ Truly soft,’ says jhe, ‘is the soil, for the God whe 
softened my heart also softened the hard soil: he has 
rained on y hard soul as well as on the soil.’” 
—From ‘** Thinking Black.” Sent by W. /. Hart, 
D.D., Dolgeville, N. Y. 


The Ladder.— David inguired of Jehovah (2: 1). 
Several years ago a noticeable cartoon sovenret in 
one of our newspapers on Lincoln’s birthday. It 
represented a log cabin close to the base of a high 
mountain. On the mountain-top was shown the 
White House. Against the side of the mountain 
rested a ladder—its foot touching the cabin, its upper- 
most round reaching the mansion on the cliff. ‘he 
cartoon was well-named, ‘‘ The ladder is still there.” 
It is a sermon ina sentence. The ladder that con- 
nects earth and heaven is “still there,” and we, too, 
may inquire of God, as did David, when we come to 
life's crises.—Sent by Blanche Coonley Blessing, 
Altamont, N. Y. (3) 


Reversing the Reverses.— Let your hands be strong, 
and be ye valiant (2:7). A man recently visited 
his brother, the owner of a ranch in one of the arid 
regions of the West. As the guest was shown over 
the place, the owner told him of the difficulties and 
obstacles that he had overcome in making the desert 
bloom, and he also touched upon his plans for the 
future. ‘* You amaze me, Bill,” said the visitor. 
‘Is it possible to make a living on such Jand as this, 
and in such aclimate?” ‘It surely is, I have had 
a great deal more out of it than a mere owes, “ag 
am glad to hear that, for you must have laid by 
something for a rainy day.” The owner smiled. 
‘** I've done better than that,” he explained. ‘‘ With 
the help of an occasional rainy day I have laid by 
something for the dry days!” God can bring us 
through all kinds of weather.—From the Christian 
Age. Sent by J. A. Clark, Greetland, Halifax, 

ng. 


From Sheepfold to Throne.— Zhou shalt be shep- 
herd of my people Israel, and thou shalt be prince 
over Israel (5: 2). A story is told of an Oriental 
vizier who carried with him a‘mySterious chest, of 
which no one knew the contents. This excited curi- 
osity. Finally, one made bold to ask what his high- 
ness kept there. The questioner was permitted to 
look, but he saw only the common garb of a work- 
ingman. To his astonished look the vizier explained: 
‘*Such was I when our sovereign deigned to lift me 
from the dust. If ever my heart is tempted with 
pride, I correct it by looking at these things and say- 
ing to myself, ‘ Remember what thou wast.’ — From 
The Sunday School Chronicle. Sent by W. R. 
Clark, Jersey, Eng. 
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Oriental Lesson Lights 


O DAVID went up thither, and his two wives 
also (v. 2). Prior to the advent of Christ and 
to the publication of his gospel, polygamy was 

not only tolerated in the Orient, but it was lawful 
and popular. It was held toraise the social position 
of the husband, and it was significant of pomp and 
splendor, very dear to Orientals. Non-Christian 
peoples in the East still adhere to these views of 
polygamy. Oriental Christians, however, hold views 
on polygamy more strict even than those held by 
Christians in America. ‘* The husband of one wife” 
(t Tim. 3 : 2) is understood by the Greek Church to 
mean one marriage only, and, incase his wife dies, 
aclergyman cannot marry a second time. So rare 
are the circumstances in which the Maronites would 
grant a divorce, that it would be practically correct 
to say that divorce among them is unknown. At any 
rate, the Maronite Church positively refuses marriage 
to either of the divorced. ‘* Whosoever shall marry 
Aim that is divorced committeth adultery ”’ is, say the 
Maronites, a corollary from the divine saying, ‘‘Who- 
soever shall marry 4er that is divorced committeth 
adultery ” (Matt. § : 32). 

Blessed be ye of Jehovah, that ye have showed 
this kindness unto your lord, even unto Saul, and 
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have buried him (v.-5). --Burial of the dead is re- 
garded by Orientals as a sacred religious duty. In 
the book of Tobit it is recorded that the saint went 
out in the darkness of the night, at a risk greater 
than that which the men of Jabesh-gilead incurred, 
to find the dead of his people and bury them, aided 
only by-his confidential servant. Oriental churches 
single out ‘five deeds of mercy” for Christians to 
Re orm without fail. One of them is ‘‘ burial of the 
ead” (daffen el-Mowta). 


= 
Visiting the Lesson Scenes 
HE town where David was crowned and where 
he lived seven years is even this year one of 
the chief towns of Palestine. We can get a 
very good idea of Hebron as it is to-day if we stand 
where the number 20 is marked on our map and look 
westward, 


A gentle downward slope of ground before us is 
covered with olive-trees, just like those which were 
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cultivated in David’s time. A part of the royal in- 
come was derived from such orchards. Beyond those 
tree-tops the white and gray walls of Hebron’s houses 
stand crowded together. Most of them are low; a 
few have two stories. Near the farther side of the 
town, out to the right, we notice two. conspicuous 
towers. Those belong to a Mahommedan mosque 
which marks ground that David must have known 
well—the burial-place of his revered ancestors, A bra- 
ham and Isaac and Jacob. 

Through the narrow lanes of that old town David 
many a time walked or rode, attended by chosen 
courtiers. He must have seen the same hills that we 
see now in the distance beyond the town,—some laid 
out in terraces and planted with grapevines, some 
used for pasturing sheep and goats. ater is fairly 
plentiful here and the place has always been pros- 
perous. David knew as well as we do the ancient 
story how Moses sent scouts up here from the barren 
south country to study the ground, and what a pro- 
ductive district they found it to be (Num. 13 : 23-28). 
‘There could not have been a more suitable place for 
beginning to upbuild the national life of David's 
people. 

Use a stereograph entitled ‘‘ Hebron, the home of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.” 


The Underwood Travel System is, under this heading, ap- 
plied as usual to the lesson of the week. The use of the 
stereographs will be found a most practical help toward making 
the lesson-places real. Forty-five places are being visited 
during 1915. The forty-five stereographs cost $7.50, and if all 
are ordered at one time a cloth-bound, gold-lettered case is 
given free. ‘len places will be described with the lessons of 
this second quarter; the ten stereographs cost $1.67. ‘The 
five for May alone cost 84 cents. Less than five in 
one order are 20 cents each. Stereoscopes, go cents each, 
Lantern slides of the same scenes can also be supplied. Plain 
slides, 50 cents each ; sepia-tinted, 55 cents; colored, $1.10. 
In orders for twenty-five or more at one time, prices are: 
plain slides, 40 cents each ; sepia-tinted, 45 cents ; colored, 
$1. Postage or express will be prepaid on all orders for stereo- 
graphs or stereosco: Address The Sunday School Times 
Company, 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


% 
From the Platform 


By B. W. Spilman, D.D. 


Before the Lesson.—Our Heavenly Father, 
thou hast been our defender. We are grateful to thee for thy 
protection. From thy hand blessings have come to us in a 
ceaseless stream. Sometimes we have waited for their com- 
ing, but thou hast not yet failed us. Continue thy blessings 
and thy kindness to us, and reward us according to thine 
own good pleasure. Use us as thou wilt. If the places to 
which thou dost call us are places of earthly honor, help us to 
fill them so as to glorify thee; but if the places be in unseen 
corners, thy will be done. ‘Teach us to be brave in thy service 
for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 


NE of the hardest things a man ever does is to 
wait for the coming of his opportunity. It is 
sometimes easier to fight a whole regiment of 

soldiers than to wait for the coming of a reward which 


isontheway. Some men are like dogs; they will run’ 
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ahead of the master, ‘And thereby get in 
trouble. There has been many a dog-fight 
because some dog did not have sense enough 
te keep close to his master. David was will- 
ing to wait until God said for him to move, 
and then he moved. President Wilson was 
not the first man in the world’s history who 
adopted the policy of ‘* watchful waiting.”’ It 
pays to do that kind of thing. 

There is a lesson which Americans need 
to have taught them so that they will not 
forget it; namely, respect for authority. 
David could not possibly have had any great 
liking for Saul, the man, He had for- 
feited the respect of —— who knew 
him. He had tried to kill David. He was 
a sour, desperate man, and died the death 
of the man who goes to his grave leaving all 
the people who knew him well giving a 
sigh of relief. But he had been king; he 
had been God’s chosen one to rule the 
house] of Israel ; and as such David would 
do him honor. And then Jonathan was not 
forgotten, Saul was Jonathan’s father, and 
that counted for something. But David had 
respect for the king, as king. He respected 
the man in the office. We Americans need 
to have taught us as a nation respect for the 
law and for the men who, as officers, stand 
as the guardians of the law. To be sure 
sometimes they are miserably poor guardians; 
and it may be that sometimes we do not like 
the laws; but that nation is in a bad way 
when men take the laws into their own 
hands and decide what is and what is not 
right. Saul, bad as he was, had been king. 
David gave the honor to the king. | ~ 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


‘*A mighty fortress is our God."’ 

‘* He leadeth me; O blessed thought."’ 
vila shall reign where’er the sun." 
‘Lord, speak to me, that I may speak."’ 
‘* Rejoice, the Lord is King.” 

‘* Spirit of God, descend upon my heart.” 
** lake my life, and let it be."’ 

** Trust and obey.”’ 


arentheses are to the metrical 
ok “ Bible Songs.’’) 


* Psalm 21 : 1-13 (38 : 1-4). 


(References in 
salm 


Psalm 72 : 1-12 (144 : 1, 4, 5). 
Psalm 22 : 22-31 (42 : 1-3). 
Psalm gg : 1-9 (198: 1-4). 


Psalm 138 : 1-8 (296 : 1, 3-6). 





| Department Helps 








For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


OTE.—To-day’s story would be incom- 
plete without telling of the death of 
Saul and Jonathan and the need of a 

new king. 

Lesson Teaching.—God keeps his prom- 
ises. 

Review.—David kept his promises, made 
to Jonathan, although King Saul was his 
enemy and tried to kill him. David would 
not harm him, although twice he had a 
chance to kill Saul. Let the children relate 
the two incidents. 

David and his men had an anxious time 
for several years, because Saul hunted them 
everywhere, David told Saul that he chased 
him around like a flea, or a wild bird of the 
mountains, 

Intervening Events.—At last David de- 
cided that he would take his six hundred 
men and leave Saul’s country. They went 
to King Achish, who welcomed them and 
gave them a city to live in, There they 
stayed more than a year. When Saul heard 
that David had gone, he did not chase him 
any more. 

After a while King Achish gathered an 
army and started to fight King Saul. He 
invited David and his men to go with him. 
They started, but some of the king’s soldiers 
feared that they would change sides and 
kelp King Saul, so they asked King Achish 
to send David and his men back. 

It took nearly three days to travel back. 
They were surprised to find their city de- 
stroyed. Their wives and children had been 
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carried away, David and his men hurried 
after them, They found a starving soldier 
in a field. After they fed him he was strong 
enough to talk and told just what had hap- 
pened, which way the enemy had gone, and 
where they would find their wives and chil- 
dren, . 

David hurried, and found a feast of rejoic- 
ing going on, They surprised their enemy, 
won a victory, brought back their families. 

By the time they returned a great battle 
had taken place between the armies of King 
Achish and King Saul, The saddest part 
was that King Saul, Prince Jonathan and 
two other princes were dead, and their 
bodies were hung on the city wall. Some 
friends of Saul’s family heard about it, so 
they went pf night, took the bodies away, 
and buried them, ‘They fasted and mourned 
for their friends, 

A messenger hurried to tell David that 
Saul and Jonathan were dead. David was 
truly sorry, for he loved them both. He 
mourned for them and wrote ‘* The Song of 
the Bow,”’ which says: ‘*Saul and Jonathan 
were lovely and pleasant in their lives, and 
in their death they were not divided. How 
are the mighty fallen! ... 1 am distressed 
for thee, my brother Jonathan,—Thy love to 
me was wonderful.”’ 

To-day’s Story. —David wondered whether 
he ought to go back to his own country. He 
remembered God’s promise, which Samuel 
told him many years before in Bethlehem, 
that some day he should be the king (Lesson 
of April 11). He remembered what Samuel 
said when he anointed him thatday, David 
asked God in prayer what he should do, The 
Lord told him to return to his country, so 
David took his family, also six hundred sol- 
diers and their families, and they all came to 
Hebron, in the hill-country, to live. The 
men of Judah heard that they had come, and 
they anointed David to be their king. He 





lived there seven years and a half. 

David rewarded the people who showed 
kindness to Saul and Jonathan after their | 
death. David said, Because you showed 
kindness and buried them, the Lord will 
show kindness and truth.to you. Repeat: 
Be ye kind one to another, 

Repeat or sing : 


** Help us to do the things we should, 
To be to others kind and good, 
In all we do, in work or play, 
‘To grow more loving every day."’ 


Not all of Saul’s sons had died in battle. | 
In another part of the country some of Saul’s | 
friends tried to make Saul’s son to be king | 
over part of the land, It didn’t last many | 
years. 

David waited patientlyin Hebron. Many) 
people loved him. After seven years all the 
tribes came and asked David to be king over 
the whole country. It was a great honor toa | 
young man who had been a shepherd-boy. 
David was faithful in caring for his sheep; 
he had been*a faithful friend to Saul and 
Jonathan and to his soldiers. For seven | 
years he had been a good king in Hebron. | 
Because he trusted God, God kept his prom- | 
ise to make David king over all the people. 
Samuel had died, but the elders came and 
anointed David as King of Israel. 

David promised to be a good king. No 
longer was David hunted and driven from 
place to place. As he thought of all his 
blessings and the honor of being king, he 
must have said, ‘‘ Thou anointest my head 
with oil, my cup runneth over’’ (which 
means my life is so full of blessings), Re- 
peat the psalm, 

David was still a young man, only thirty 
years old. He trusted God and was helped. 
He had several names for God: ** The Lord 
is my shepherd,”’ who cares for me and gives 
me what I need. ‘* Jehovah is my strength 
and my skie/d”’ (a long enough memory text 
for Primary children). 

Hand-work.—Draw a shepherd’s crook. 
On one side draw-a simple crown and put 
David's name on it to show that he was 
king. On the other side draw a shield and 
write ‘*God’’ on it to show that David 
trusted in God for help, and God kept his 
promise to David. 


CHICAGO. 
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‘* The Primary Department,” by Ethel]. 
Archibald, discusses many necessary phases 
of a primary teacher's problems and work ; 
at also outlines programs for the various ex- 
ercises of the @lass for special occasions, such 
as Christmas and Easter, and contains five 
idlustrations. It may be had for 50 cents, 
postpaid, from The Sunday School Times Co. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. Luella Denison Baldwin 


N CHAMPION, Trumbull County, Ohio, 
rain falling upon the northein roof of a 
certain barn drains into a stream which 

flows into Lake Erie, thence over Niagara 
Falls, through Lake Ontario, ard then into 
the St. Lawrence, emptying at last into the 
Atlantic Ocean. Rain falling upon the 
southern roof of this same barn flows toward 
the Mahoning River on into the Ohio, through 
the Mississippi, emptying at length into the 
Gulf of Mexico. We often see two persons 
beginning life with equally bright prospects 
whose courses in life and destiny separate as 
widely as the courses of these raindrops. (1) 

Saul as he lays down the kingship is a 
miserable failure. David succeeding him is 
a glorious success, For both, why? Trav- 
eling along a country highway did you ever 
come to a fork in the road? You must 
choose either the road to the right or the 
left. Saul came to the partin of the ways 
(1 Sam. 13: 1-143 15: 1-31). Did he choose 
his own will or God’s? 

The road to the right would lead Saul -up 
over the hills out into the sunlight of God’s 
love, guidance, and blessing. The road to 
the left looked inviting, but it led him into 
the valley of doubt, dismay, downfall, and 
death. Perhaps Saul didn’t realize that he 
was on Satan’s road. Yet there are but two 
ways to travel as we go through life, God’s 
or Satan’s. To reject God’s way means that 
we are on Satan’s, 

When facing a great emergency, instead 
of turning to God for help and advice to 


whom does Saul go? (1 Sam, 28 : 4-20.) | 


Which disheartened Saul, the battle or the 
discouraging words of the witch? (1 Sam. 
28:20.) If it were best for us to know the 
future would not God reveal it to us? Do 
fortune-tellers know the future? Does God 
approve of spiritualism and witchcraft? (See 
Deut. 18 : 9-12.) What two sins does 
1 Chronicles 10 : 13, 14 say were responsible 


| for Saul’s death ? 


How did Saul meet his death? (1 Sam. 
31:4.) Why is suicide wrong? Can it 
ever be justified? What motive prompts 
suicide? Is it less a sin to take one’s own 
life than to kill another? (Exod, 20:: 13.) 
Who fell in the same battle with Saul? 
(1 Sam. 31 : 2). 

What is David’s attitude when he hears of 
their death? Might one not expect him to 
be glad of Saul’s death? But no, forgetful 
of all personal wrongs, David eulogizes the 
king and his son in words of sincerest sorrow 
and affection, Why are we assured of 
David’s success as he is now made king? 


| Saul chose the way of self, David chose God’s 
| way. 


Because of this fact God called him a 
man after his own heart.: Notice that after 
Saul’s death David made no effort to seize 
the kingdom by force. Even after Judah 
claimed him as their king it was seven and a 
half years before Israel crowned him. For 
long years David had known that it was 
God’s plan that he should be king of Israel. 
He was willing to await patiently God’s 
time. (2) 

Michael Angelo once said of a beautiful 
piece of marble, ‘‘I see an angel there and 
must get him out.’? God was shaping David. 
Are you eager to be about your life-work ? 
Do years in the school-room and workshop 
seem too long to spend in preparation? Do 
not run before God. Wait his time. (3) 

As David ascends the throne we observe 
two very noteworthy acts: 

David seeks God’s guidance. He trusted 
in the Lord with all his heart, and leaned 
not upon his own understanding, He ac- 
knowledged God in all his ways and God 
did direct his paths, How did David obtain 
guidance? By asking for it. Just how God 
indicated his answer we are not told, God 
has assured us that if we but ask he will 
answer (Jas. I : 5-7; Jer. 33 : 3). God has 
never broken his word, We have decisions 
to make in almost every hour of our life. 
Shall I continue the course in botany? 
Shall my vacation be spent studying music, 
or given over to recreation? Would we 
take false steps if we let him make our deci- 
sions for us? (4) 


** He knows and loves and cares. 
Nothing this truth can dim, 
And does the very best for those 

Who leave the choice to him."’ 


David seeks his people’s co-operation. To 
whom did David show especial kindness, and 
for what deed? (1 Sam. 31: 8-13.) One 


might expect David te return a kindness 
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shown Jonathan, but hardly toward Saul. 
Yet David mentions only Saul, Saul wag an 
enemy to David, but David was not an enemy 
to Saul, 

David bids his le be strong and val- 
iant. “He found the kingdom divided, dis- 
tracted, overrun by enemies, and forgetful of 
God. “David made a covenant with them 
. .» before Jehovah,’’ We little realize the 
dependence our leaders, in church, Sunday- 
school, or nation, place upon us as they 
to put down sin and set up righteousness, 
Should we not be willing to say : 


‘*T am only one, but I am one. 
I cannot do everything, but I can do some- 


thing. 
And what I can do, by the grace of God I 


will do. 


Next Week’s Lesson 

1. Why did David want the ark in Jeru- 
salem ? 

2. What did the ark contain and typify? 

3. What mistake did David make in his 
first attempt to bring the ark of God to Jeru- 
salem ? 

4. What is the lesson to be learned from 
that tragedy ? 

5. How are we careless in our reverence 
for God? 

6. How may we have clean hands and pure 
hearts ? 

7. Read 2 Samuel 6: 1-13; 1 Chronicles 
15 and 16, 


PHILADELPHIA, 


Pucker’s “ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


OYS,’’ began teacher, ‘‘ what place 
in life has God in mind for you?’’ 
We all said we didn’t know, yet. 
‘* Do you believe that he has a definite pur- 
pose for each one of you?’’ he went on; 
‘*and if so, how are you going to find out 
what it is?’’ 

**I guess we'll just have to wait till he 
shows us,’’ ventured little Carl. 

** Yes, and until he opens each door, one 
after the other,’’ added’ Mr, Mason, ** just 
as he did for David. God is leading you now, 
step by step.’’ 

Then he told a story about a young fellow 
whose father was president of arailroad. The 
man told his son that he was going to make 
him president of the road some day, but when 
the boy finished college the father put him to 
work in the shops mending broken engines, 
After several promotions there he was sent 
out on the road asa freight brakeman, By 
and by he was put to firing an engine, then 
made engineer. Next he had to learn teleg- 





raphy and go out as agent of a little station; 
| then back to the auditor’s office keeping 
books and making out reports. (1) 

| *What did his father treat him that way 
| for?’’ asked Mr. Mason, 

| ‘**Training him so he’d know his business 
| when he got to be president of the road,”’ 
| says Fatty. Fatty’s father is agent at the 
Big Four, you know, and Fatty thinks he 
knows all about railroading. 

‘¢That’s it,” agreed Mr. Mason, ‘The 
boy was faithful in each place, trusting that 
his father knew best, and after years of this 
hard kind of schooling, when the father re- 
tired the son was elected president in his 
place.’’ (2) 

Teacher explained that David had to go 
through such a ‘‘ school of hard knocks’? be- 
fore he knew how to be king, and called on 
us to give some of David’s experiences after 
he was first anointed, 

We told how he went back to herding 
sheep, then singing to Saul when he had crazy 
fits, fighting a giant, being an officer in Saul’s 
army, a fugitive asking for a hand-out at the 
Tabernacle, an outlaw in the cave, head of six 
hundred men, a refugee among the Philis- 
tines. (3) 

**Do you think David ever wondered if 
God had forgotten his promise?’’ asked 
teacher. 

Bert thought David must have understood 
that he was to wait God’s.time, for when he 
had a chance to kill Saul and seize the king- 
dom he wouldn’t do it, and even after Saul 
was dead, David didn’t go back to his own 
country till he had asked God about it. 

Right here we had three of our home ques- 
tions : about Saul’s death, how Saul’s body 
was hung up on the wall of a city and rescued 
by the men of Jabesh whose eyes Saul had 
saved, and what David did to that Amalekite 
who brought him word and claimed to have 
killed Saul. 
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Bibles for 
Children’ s Day 


Of course you will want the 


AMERICAN. 
STANDARD 
BIBLE 


Edited by the 
American Revision Committee 


because it is the latest and best, and 
therefore is the one which the clil- 
dren and young people of your 
church and Sunday School should 
use.’ The plain language of the 
American Standard Bible brings to the read- 
er the exact thought of the sacred writers. 





Rev. 0, W. Powers, D. D., President American 
Christian Convention, says : 
** While teaching the children the bible, let us 
give it to them in the best possible form.”’ 





The American Standard Bible 
is used and recommended by the greatest 
Biblical scholars, and is the basis for the 
uniform and graded lessons prepared by 
the International Lesson Committee. Made 
in all styles ; prices from 35 cents up. 


Send for free booklet, ‘'The Wonderful 
Story,"’ or ask your Bookseller. 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS 
Bible Publishers Jor over Sixty Years. 


381 A Fourth Ave., New York 


FANNY GROSBY 2" 


est hymn writer. An sepemaes waeerooting ae inspir- 
ing book, $1.25 post N'TS make big mone 
with it. JAMES H Bat ARLE s. 


CO., BOSTON, MAS: 

**Wasn’t David practically sure that now 
was his time to take tlie throne?’’ came 
next, ‘* Why. did he bother God about it?”’ 

‘Ite wanted to be dead sure,’’ answered 
Carl,’ ** and he didn’t want to take things into 
his own hands.’’’ (4) 

**That’s right,’’ declared teacher. (** It’s 
just as important to ask God’s will when we 
think we know what to do, as when we are 
in doubt.’”’ 

He thinks it is as foolish for us to try to run 
our own lives, even in favorable circum- 
stances, as it would be for a pilot to disregard 
the compass in fine weather. 

** Remember, boys,’’ he said, ‘‘our lives 
are in his hands, and he must guide us every 
minute.’’ (5) 

Carl showed us on the map where Hebron 
is. Teacher passed around a stereoscopic 
picture! of the city as it is to-day, and pointed 
out the towers of a mosque that stands where 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob were buried. 

Fatty told how the tribe of Judah, which 
David belonged to, crowned him king over 
that one tribe, and Bert said Hebron was his 
capital for more than seven years, 

My question was about David’s attitude 
toward the bloody deeds that went on dur- 
ing these seven years. I ‘explained how 
Gen. Abner made Saul’s son, Ishbosheth, 
king over the other tribes and started a war 
with David. Joab was David’s general, and 
beat Abner in nearly every battle. Finally 
Abner was ready to give up, but Joab caught 
him and killed him, and two other fellows 
killed Ishbosheth. David wasn’t responsi- 
ble for any of this killing and didn’t take any 
part in this war. He’d rather wait till God 
opened the way. (6) 

Teacher had us tell how the other eleven 
tribes finally asked David to be king over 
them, too, so God kept his word after all 
these years. (7) 

**God always keeps his promises and car- 
ries out his plans,’’ said teacher, ‘* unless we 
turn our backs or him and insist on having 
our own way, as Saul did. But God is never 
in a hurry, and sometimes it is hard for us to 
wait. Many a boy wants to quit school and 
go to work long before God plans such a 
change for him. Many a man feels like ask- 
ing fora raise or hunting a better job when 
God wants him to hold steady.”’ 

‘But don’t we ever have to do anything 
toward opening doors ?’’ asked Bert. ** Father 
says the best way to get ahead is to push.”’ 

**True, we must sometimes push the door 
open,’’ answered teacher, **but only as our 
Our main business is to leara 
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1 See “* Visiting the Lesson Scenes,” 
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Py. . we ‘ - 
each lesson well and trust. the Great Teacher 
to.know When we are ready to be promoted.’’ ~ 

“*1 doh’t see how we are going to know,’ 
grumbled Bulldog. 

**The guidance will come in various ways, 
in answer to prayer,’’ replied teacher. ‘* The 
main thing is to be ready to do his will and wait 
his time.’’ 

Just as the bell rang he put on the board : 





MY GUIDE 


WHERE HE LEADS LL FOLLOW 


WHEN HE LEADS 
HE KNOWS BEST 














Questions for Next Lesson 
Home study slips for next time are: 


What had Saul done to the priests ? 

What was the ark of God like ? 

How was the ark to be carried ? 

‘low was the ark captured? 

How was the ark returned? .-: 

What place did David prepare for the ark? 


What happened when David first tried to 
move the ark ? 


An Outline of Pucker’s Lesson _ 


The Lesson Truth. 

God will work out his plan for our lives if 
we trust and obey. 

Beginning. 
God's plan for our lives. 

David Crowned. 
Story of boy trained for railroad president. 
What hard Kp rey | did David go through? 
Did he think God had forgotten ? 
How did Saul die ? 
What became of Saul’s body ? 
How did David hear of Saul's death ? 
— did pene pray about going back to 

srael 

Where is Hebron ? (Map and picture.) 
What was David first made king over? 
How long was he king of one tribe ? 
What spirit did David show toward the 
bloody deeds of this time? 

Goa's Guidance. 
Why is it hard to wait God's guidance ? 
Do we ever have to open our own doors ? 
How may we know when God wants us to 

move? 
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Get the Dust Out of Furniture 
in a thorough, sanitary way by using 


Vacuum, 
Cleaner 


The Booves ao Deoven these AL2. the Co oes 


rags carpets, maine and pease 
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Now READY EVERYWHERE 
Fanny Crosby’s 
Story OF FOUR YEARS 


By S. TREVENA JACKSON 
Here the blind singer tells her own story 
drawing on an extraordinary memory for her 

00 “°° recollections of over ninety yentas 
$ A book filled with memories, im 


Ret Piver betere related. 
F.H.Revell Co.,158 Pifth Ave.,N.Y. 125 No. Wabash,Chicago 








Paterson’s Neighbors Stirred by Revival 


| Fires 


By Burton H. Allbee J 





As Billy Sunday’s whirlwind campaign in Paterson closes its third 
week, it is evident that the New Jersey city in some features has ex- 


celled any previous Sunday campaign. 
is facing some of the most important experiences of his career. 


And the evangelist himself 
Few 


meetings that he has addressed have been more significant than the 


New York gathering of ministers 


and theological students, which is 


discussed on the first two pages of this issue. 


attendance and about three thousand 
converts marked the close ‘of the 
third week of Paterson’s great revival. Con- 
verts were not invited during the first week. 

About half of the converts who come forward 
are from out of tewn, This is ample proof 
of the assertion already made, that the revi- 
val has spread into the surrounding country, 
and that all the territory in northern New 
Jersey which centers in Paterson is pro- 
foundly stirred by the message which Mr. 
Sunday is delivering. Heand his co-workers 
go into these towns and communities and 
hold prayer- meetings. In some places the 
churches in which the meetings were held 
have been crowded to the doors, In others, 
the interest has not been so manifest, but it 
has been sufficiently strong everywhere to 
show how deeply the people are stirred. 
They say that Mr. Sunday represents to them 
a return to the old gospel of their fathers. 
Indeed, it has been noted that while those 
of us who have hair tinged with gray are 
hearing the same type of sermon that was 
preached when we were young, very many of 
the younger generation have never heard the 
old-fashioned gospel. It comes to them as a 
new message. They are listening with all 
the interest which men in every age have 
displayed when this gospel has been preached, 
Is it necessary to seek farther for Mr. 
Sunday’s power to draw men ? 

Group prayer - meetings, neighborhood 
prayer-meetings, shop meetings, luncheons 
for business women, Bible classes, students’ 
meetings, and various other activities which 
have been made a part of campaigns every- 
where, are not different here. The working 
out of ‘the details may be slightly changed to 
meet different conditions, But the principal 
feature of the meetings here is the same: 
they get results. Here the prayer-meeting 
has been the principal influence in obtaining 
converts, and the prayer-meeting has been 


Mort than a quarter of a million total 


‘made the leading interest in the great revi- 


val, aside, from the tabernacle meetings. The 
workers say they have never'seen the prayer 
work more thoroughly organized than it has 
been in Paterson. 

During the week Mr. Sunday addressed a 
great audience of ministers in New York, as 
reported on the first two pages of this issue. 
He filled Mrs. Sunday’s place at a group 
prayer-meeting. He addressed a prayer- 
meeting at the home of one of the wealthiest 
residents of the city, urging there complete 
consecration to the work in hand. And he 
spoke to two thousand students at the High 
School auditorium, urging them to play fair, 
live square, and accept Christ as their Sa- 
viour. These addresses were in addition to 


his regular work at the tabernacle, which 
abated no iota of its interest and power. 

One of the features of the week was the 
mothers’ meeting, when the evangelist ad- 
dressed about eight thousand mothers, preach- 
ing his famous sermon upon-** Motherhood,’’ 
from the text, ‘‘If thou wilt care for the 
child I will give thee wages.’’ He. gave 
many of those present a fresh view of the 
glory of motherhood,: likely to be lost 
amid the mass of modern isms and club in- 
terests. 

Held in conjunction with the local ob- 
servance of ** Mothers’ Day,’’? when hun- 
dreds of young women sell flowers for the 
benefit of the Orphanage, the collection that 
afternoon of over three hundred dollars was 
added to the fund. It was the most suc- 
cessful day the young women’s auxiliary ever 
enjoyed,—more than two thousand dollars 
was realized. The auxiliary is very grateful 
to the Sunday party for its hearty co-opera- 
tion. But they say that his party always co- 
operates with good works of this character in 
the various cities, The money required for 
the expenses having been obtained during 
the first three weeks, no more collections 
will be taken week-days in the tabernacle 
excepting for the assistance of local charities 
or public institutions supported whoily or in 
part by voluntary subscriptions, The full 
significance of this does not appear un- 
less one remembers that qne of the bitter- 
est objections which has been made to 
the tabernacle and the campaign was the 
alleged fact that it was ‘‘taking money 
which might better be expended for local 
charities,’ 

So thoroughly has the organization of the 
employed women been accomplished under 
the direction of Miss Emma Chapin, General 
Secretary of the Y, W. C, A., that secretaries 
in cities which Mr. Sunday will visit in the 
future are coming here to study her methods. 
Four were here during the week, and others 
are coming. It is one of the marvels of this 
campaign that Miss Chapin has been able to 
secure records of more than thirteen thou- 
sand employed women, and that she was 
able in one evening to muster more than 
half of them in the tabernacle. And these 
women will be cared for hereafter. Miss 
Chapin’s interest, and the interest of her 
association, will not cease with the ending of 
the campaign. 

Joseph N. Brown, General Secretary of 
the Y. M. C. A., and his assistant, Fred 
Zimmerman, a student at Rutgers College, 
have organized the shop meetings, and the 
results they are obtaining clearly demonstrate 
the value of such work among employed 

( Continued on next page) 








SUNDAY SCHOOL MELODIES 


In connection with this book is first offered a 
new instrumental idea for’ Sut See School music. 


FOUR-HAND PIANO ARRANGEMENT 

A wonderful instrumental effect. Can be used with 

“‘Getllintemnoresnanattor {the song book 
e 

and a trial in aatalenen t of tl the new fae heehee | idea. 


Tullar-Meredith Co., i'w. Wessinees otem Fock 


Great oe 
47 Rie Sacred $0 
y and Sankey” to* y Sunday.” 


The cream mar ail the present-day evangelistic cam- 
paigns, also io many new pieces. 

Message 1.2,3,combined. 22c for one by 

mail, $18 for roo. Special prices for larger quantities. 
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The Girlin 
Her Teens 


By Margaret Slattery 


Margaret Slattery is in close touch 
with the girl in her teens. In the 
following chapters she gives us a 
study of 


The Teen Period. 

The Physical Side. 

The Mental Side. 

The Spiritual Side. 

The Socia! Side. 

Her Relation to the Sunday- 
School.’ 

Her Relation to the Church. 

Her Kelation to the Bible. 

Her Relation to the Everyday. 

Her Teacher. 


Every mother and teacher should 
read what Miss Slattery has to 
say about the important adolescent 
period of a girl's life. Her many 
years of successful experience as 
teacher and worker among girls 
make her a recognized specialist 
in this important field of study. 
There will be no room for dulness 
and there will be little falling away 
from the Sunday-school by the girl 
in her teens if the principles of the 
book be put into practise. 


50 cents postpaid 


Order through your bookseller or 
direct from the Publishers 


THe Sunpay ScHoo. Times Co., 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 
































LESSON FOR MAY 23 (2Sam. 2: 1-73; 5 : 1-5) 
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men. The attendance at these meetings 
keeps up, the interest never flagging from 
the time they began. 

The Rotary Club invited Mr. Sunday to 
luncheon one noon during the week, and 
asked in about two hundred of the leading 
business men of the city to meet him, Mr. 
Sunday told them a few things about the 
necessity of living honestly, trotting square, 
fighting fair, and Bere up, not down. His 
talk was one of those short, sharp, straight- 
from-the-shoulder sort which have made him 
so popular with men who delight in plain 
speaking. And when he was done they 
cheered him to the echo, inviting him to 
come again as he was whirled away in his 
machine to the tabernacle to preach his 
afternoon sermon. The memory and influ- 
ence of the talk will linger long in the minds 
of those who heard it. 


PaTerson, N. J. 





| Children at Home 





“In Fun” ~ 
By Frances Harmer 


ILLY sat all alone! He was, as he 
said himself, ‘* not feeling good.”’ He 
really meant that he was not feeling 

happy, or cheerful, or contented! The 
growp-ups, however, would have said he 
* could not be feeling good, because he had 
been behaving badly! 

He seemed to have started the day out 
wrong, somehow! He had begun by chas- 
ing the turkey, till the turkey put an’ end to 
that by chasing Aim! Next he had pulled 
the cat’s tail till she too turned, and 
scratched him. After this, you might have 
thought that he would settle down, and be 
good, but, no! He hid the dog’s bone, and 
upset the kitten’s milk saucer; next, he 
took Susy’s new. doll away, and (but this 
was an accident! He didn’t mean to do 
this!) cracked her nese! (Of course, the 
doll’s nose—not Susy’s:!) And atthat point 
father came home to dinner, and heard about 
the misdeeds, and said Billy had better not 





In a Shadow 
Tea Drinker Feared Paralysis 


Steady use of either tea or coffee often 
produces alarming symptoms, as the 
poison (caffeine) contained in these bev- 
erages acts with more potency in some 
persons than in others. 

‘¢] was never a coffee drinker,” writes 
an Illinois woman, ‘ but a tea drinker. 
I was very nervous, had frequent spells 
of sick headache and heart trouble, and 
was subject at times to severe attacks 
of bilious colic. 

“No end of sleepless nights—would 
have spells at night when my right side 
would get numb and tingle like a thou- 
sand needles were pricking my flesh. 
At times I could hardly put my tongue 
out of my mouth and my right eye and 
ear were affected. 

‘‘The doctors told me to quit using 
tea, but I thought I could not live with- 
out it—that it was my only stay. I had 
been a tea drinker for 25 years; was 
under the doctor’s care for fifteen. 

‘“‘About six months ago, I finally quit 
tea and commenced to drink Postum. 

‘*‘I have never had one spell of sick 
headaches since and only one light at- 
tack of biliows colic. Have quit having 
those numb spells at night, sleep well and 
my heart is getting stronger all thetime.” 

Name given by Postum Co., Battle 
Creek, Mich. Read ‘*’The Road to Well- 
ville,” in pkgs. 

Postum comes in two forms : 

Postum Cereal—the originat form— 
must be well boiled. 15¢ and 25¢ pack- 
ages. 
Instant Postum—a soluble powder— 
dissolves quickly in a cup of hot water 
and, with cream and sugar, makes a de- 
licious beverage instantly. 30c and s50c 
tins. 

Both kinds are equally delicious and 
cost about the same per cup. 

** There’s a Reason” for Postum. 

—sold by Grocers. 





do any more stunts like that before sup- 
per, or he certainly wouldn’t go to grand- 
ma’s next Sunday. So, not to get into any 
more mischief, Billy .sat alone in the 
yard, though, every minute, it seemed get- 
ting colder. 

**I only did it in fun,’’ was all the excuse 
he could think of. 

** Well, don’t have any more fun of that 
sort,’’ said father. 

The afternoon seemed very, very long, 
and very cold, so that at last Billy had to go 
indoors, although he could not hope that 
any one would be particularly glad to see 
him. Asa matter of fact, Susy put her toys 
quickly into a box, and sat on the box, 
Mother smiled at him (you could always 
count on mother’s smiling), but she was 
hushing the baby to sleep, so she couldn’t 
do more than that. 

Billy took a book—one of his Christmas 
presents—put a stool by the fire, and sat 
down to look at the pictures, But the fire 
made him sleepy. He wanted to be out in 
the fresh air. But he also wanted some one 
with him. He thought that he would not 
get into so much mischief. Even if he did, 
the other person would get some of the 
blame ! 

He looked at Susy. . 

** Come out and play?”’ he said, 

Susy ‘* wasn’t speaking to him.’”?’ But— 
it was so very quiet when mother was getting 
baby to sleep—Susy felt inclined to answer, 
However, what she said at first was: 

** You can’t play with my things.’’ 

**Don’t want to! They’re only girls’ 
things, anyway.”’ 

If the baby had been either awake to play 
with, or safely asieep so that mother was at 
liberty, Susy would have refused to speak 
again. But it was dull! The sky was get- 
ting beautifully red. . And she daresayed she 
wouldn’t be allowed out without Billy, who 
was nine, while she was only seven. 

**T’ll go for a little teeny while,’ she 
decided. ‘And I’ll come in when I want 
to!” 

Billy said nothing to this. She couldn’t 
come in, unless he opened the door, Per- 
haps she had forgotten that! 

Mother looked toward the nail where coats 


and caps were, so they put those on and | 
Oh, how nice the air was, after the | 


went out, 
fire! Billy gave a shout, and ran over to 
the snow man. 


**Oh!”? cried Susy. Her tone sounded 


as if she had seen something new. Billy | 


looked. 


At the foot of the tall tree that leaned against | 


the wall of the house, a chipmunk was try- 
ing to fix a little wad of paper into his 
mouth. Susy crept up to him.very quietly. 
Billy followed her. 

**Sh-sh!” she whispered. 
what he does.’’ 

So they stood, very quietly, and Master 
Chipmunk began to climb up the tree in a 
very jerky way. Every now and then he 
would stop and seem to have trouble with 
his paper. 
of sight. 

** What’s he doing ?”’ asked Susy. 


‘*Let’s see 


‘* Taking up paper for his nest, and it’s a | 


sign it’s going to be colder,’’ replied Billy, 
who had been told this the last day of school. 
‘* When he comes down, I’ll shoo him up 
again, That’ll be fun.’’ 

**Oh, no!”’ cried Susy, ‘‘let’s put some 
more paper fot him, and watch him take it 
up. ‘That'll be more fun.’’ 

Billy was surprised, 

**So it will,’’ he said, 

Susy ran back into the house—Billy 
opened the door !—and brought out some 
soft tissue paper, left over from Christmas 
presents. She and Billy had a_ beautiful 
time, for a half an hour, They put the 
paper in nice-sized bits at the foot of the tree 
and then hid. Master Chipmunk didn’t 
seem surprised at all. He took the bits 
quite as a matter of course, and soon had 
the last one up. He didn’t come down 
again. 

** How nice and warm and soft his nest 
is,’? Susy cried. ‘* Wasn’t it fun?’’ 

*¢What was fun?’? Father had come 
when their backs were turned. 

Susy told him. 

**Did you like it, Billy?’’ father asked 
him. 

‘* Fine,’’ replied Billy. 

‘**Then,”’ father laid a hand on each 
shoulder as they went to the house, ‘‘ always 
have plenty of that fun—the fun that helps, 
and doesn’t hurt!’’ 


STAUNTON, VA. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
“ea OM. oe ss 














These Packages Have a Mission 


the thrifty, prudent housewives of 


: ‘s iy 4 are emancipating 
America and the legion of conscientious grocers who serve them, from the 


vexing uncertainties of “just sugar.” For—the housewife who says to her 
grocer, “Send the Domino Brand” sets in motion a thousand agencies all 
working toward perfection, 

Far off tropical islands yield the raw sugar. Ox-carts, railroads and sugar-laden steamers all assist in its 
transportation tefneries, where the contents of the expert of our watchful 
ST son caer ah a ek eal ee ceed ieted wotl 











But at last he went up and out | 














CHILDREN OF 28 NATIONS 


g A group of children representing the product of 
the Sunday-school in twenty-eight nations has been 
brought together in a multi-color, highly artistic, print- 
picture, 1814 x23 inches. 


@ One who has seen it says that “ This picture should 
be in every home and on the walls of .every Sunday- 
school in Christian nations.” 


g This niga will contribute to a deeper interest in 
missions by showing the happy faces of Sunday-school 
children in twenty-eight nations girding the globe. 


@ The Sunday School Times will present one 
one of these pictures (postage paid, as long as 
the*supply lasts) to any one sending us immediately 
five introductory’ subscriptions for three months at 
twenty-five cents each, or three introductory subscrip- 
tions for six months at fifty cents each. 


q If the picture does not prove to be exactly what 
you want, return it immediately in good condition, 
postage paid, and in its stead take your choice of any 


one of our fifty cent books. 
@ Instant action is advisable, as there is only a lim- 
ited number of these pictures on hand. 
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The Enchanted Field 
of Higher Criticism 


N NEXT week's issue of The Sunday School Times will appear the story of an 
American theological student who went to one of the famous universities of 
Great Britain and there was taught the fascinating new things that ‘* Modern 

Scholarship’’ has discovered about the Bible. What happened in this young 
man’s experience is not only sirikingly interesting as a life story, but makes a 
document of value in the literature of the higher criticism. 


When Al Saunders Hit the Trail 


HEN Al Saunders struck the sawdust trail in Scranton about a year ago, the 
throng in the Billy Sunday tabernacle broke out in cheers. It was a city- 
wide event, the people thought, when this man hit the trail. As it has 

turned out, it was a country-wide event. The compelling story of this man’s life 
before and after conversion will be told in two articles to be published in early 
numbers of The Sunday School Times. A good part of the story is told in Al 
Saunders’ own words,—and breezy, unconventional words they are. 


A Seminary Professor’s Idea 


‘* TT IS alone worth many times the subscription price of the paper, and I am 
constantly commending it to ministers and workers in the ranks.’" He was 
speaking of the department of Archeology and the Bible, conducted for The 

Sunday School Times by Professor Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D. Each 

month a review is given, in brief articles, of the latest discoveries and their bear- 

ing on the Bible. The archeological ‘‘reviews’’ are interspersed with full-page arti- 
cles on a subject of popular interest. A notable series of such articles, on Bible 

Chronology, begins in Dr, Kyle's department this week, on page 280, 


‘| Always Read Them First Thing’’ 


- HEN I get my Sunday School Times,’’ said a regular reader, ‘‘if it has a 
Missionary Watch Tower in it, I turn first to those little paragraphs in 
‘The Missionary Firing Line.’ If there isn’t time for anything else, I 
get those read.'’ Read the Missionary Firing Line in this issue (page 281) and see 
why he felt this. way. The Missionary Watch Tower is conducted for the Times 
by a famous world missionary specialist, Professor Harlan P. Beach, and appears 
once a month. 


Billy Sunday and the Preachers 


AVE you-read what the New York ministers received from: Billy Sunday when 
they asked him to speak to them? A glimpse into the notable meeting is 
given on the first two pages of this issue. The Billy Sunday News Depart- 

ment in The Sunday School Times keeps its readers posted on the outstanding 
events of all the campaigns conducted by the great evangelist. The article on 
page 288 tells of progress in Paterson up to the fourth week. In early issues will 
appear articles on the follow-up Work in Philadelphia, which is as startling in 
some ways as the spectacular campaign itself. 


What the Man in the Pew Thinks 


ELDOM in a generation do preachers have such an opportunity as came to 
them when George Wharton Pepper delivered the famous Lyman Beecher 
Lectures on Preaching at Yale, To understand why such importance should 

be attached to this eminent layman's utterances on preaching and, preachers, ‘read 
page 279 of this issue, On that page is given a portion of Mr. Pepper's opening 
lecture. The heart of the series will reach thousands of ministers and lay speakers 
through The Sunday School Times, which has the exclusive serial rights to publish 
a portion of the lectures, Will you and your friends who should see these articles 
be among those thousands ? 


Would Your Minister Friends 


like to know that they can have these good things—and a lot more—for fifty cents ? 
Ifso, tell them about the special offer of The Sunday School Times as explained below. 





A SPECIAL OFFER 


The Sunday School Times will extend an introductory offer, of fifty cents for six 
months, to ministers and others particularly interested in the articles mentioned 
in this announcement. Subscriptions must begin this week to insure receiving 
the entire Pepper series and the other articles, 

If you are already a subscriber, have you not one or two friends who you 
think would be interested in and benefited by these articles? If so, why not 
make them a gift of the paper for six months at the cost of fifty cents? If a 
safety coin mailer is not in your paper this week, one will be sent you upon 
request. The Times will assume responsibility for stamps enclosed in your letter 
or silver sent in the coin card. 
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For Family Worship 


By John Timothy Stone, D.D. 





NE of the best results which can come 
from family worship is that of regular 
habit. To form regular religious 

habits in the life of a child is invaluable, and 
will prove most helpful in years to come. 
The great strain of modern life is such that 
family worship has become a sort of hap- 
hazard affair with many of those who should 
make it regular and consistent. The result 
is that it gives the children the idea that re- 
ligion can take the place which is left in the 
home, instead of the regular primary place. 
Hence they are liable to make all their re- 
ligious habits relative to this one condition. 
How much better it would be for the home 
and for the future if family worship should 
be consistently carried on, irrespective of 
inclinations or circumstances, The regular- 
ity in rising in the morning, the regular hour 
for breakfast, the consistent following of this 
custom, will do more to train the child in the 
habits which will be constructive perma- 
nently, than any other, and it will also 
freshen and strengthen the day and give true 
and earnest thoughts and motives to continue 
throughout the day. Remember the influ- 
ence of habit in human life, and let family 
worship strengthen its best influences, 





May 17 to 23 
Mon.—2 Sam. 2: 1-7; 5: 1-5. 
David King over Judah and Israel. 

To begin work in a kingdom is noteworthy, 
but the way in which one begins is of far 
greater importance. The king may be val- 
ued for what he is himself, or what he rep- 
resents as to his God. David and his God 
created power; David without his God was 
powerless, 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for the in- 
fluence of God's Spirit over the inner life; 
that the aims and purposes of the heart may 
be right in his sight. Pray that the heart 
may be guarded with diligence, and that 
wrong and impurity may be considered a 
matter of the mind as well as of the body, 
Ask for strength to think pure thoughts. 


Tues.—1 Sam. 31: 1-13. Saul’s Death. 

This death of Saul is not only tragic but 
exceedingly sad—to have started with the 
holy and earnest purpose which was his, and 
to have fallen from it into selfish ends and 
personal desires. A life great in itself soon 
becomes small ; a life great in God becomes 
increasingly great. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Pray thatthe Word 
of God may have more power in our lives ; 
that we may not only read it, but think about 
it and dwell upon its truth, Pray that the 
Scripture of the morning may makea real 
impress upon our hearts. Pray that there 
might be Davids in our midst, and that 
those who are starting with the privileges of 
Saul may live above the inclinations and 
temptations of their lives, and give them- 
selves without reserve to God, 


Wed.—2 Sam. 3: 17-30, Abner Secedes to David. 

Notice that when Abner came to David he 
brought twenty men with him. What you 
do is not simply a matter of your own life, 
but of the influence which you will have over 
others. The power of influence to-day is 
felt increasingly. We influence either for 
good or for evil, What is the influence of 
your life ? 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray that the 
young men and young women of our land 
may have greater confidence in God and less 
confidence in themselves ; that they may not 
permit themselves to be influenced for wrong 
by their associates, but may rather influence 
their associates for right. Pray for victory 
in everyday life. 

Thurs.—2 Sam. 3 : 31-39. 
David's Sorrow over Abner’s Death. 

One of the signs of greatness in David’s 
life was his humanity and his. sympathy with 
and sorrow for others. Great men show 
their greatness by their loving treatment of 
those who are related to them. Surely, as 
one of our great English statesmen has said, 
‘*A great man shows his greatness by the 
way he treats little men.’’ 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for the prob- 
lems. which are real problems to the child. 
Pray for the companions of your children ; 
pray for their schoolmates ; pray for their 
teachers. Pray that they may be successful 
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Inflammation 
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in their athletics; pray that they may be 
diligent in their studies. Let their real 
problems be your real problems, 


Fri.—2 Sam. 4: 5-12. Ishbosheth Slain. 

No spirit of bitterness seems to have lived 
in David’s heart. Even his enemies did not 
cause hatred and bitterness to arise. What 
a blessing to go through life without hatred 
rankling in one’s breast! This quality of 
David is most praiseworthy. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray that these 
spring and summer days may mean newness 
of health and energy to those who have not 
been strong and well, Pray for those who 
are limited in physical strength. Pray for 
the invalids and shut-ins, Create in the 
heart of your home a spirit of sympathy for 
others, of pity for the unfortunate. 


Sat.—1 Chron, 17: 1-15. Promises to David. 
How wonderfully these promises illustrate 
God’s goodness to us and his promises to all 
of us. The promises of God are never varied 
by him ; we vary them when we break his 
commands and do that which is not his will. 
Surely God is rich in his promises to us all. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for a quiet 
spirit. Pray that we may use low tones, 
and may not be overcome by anger or loss of 
temper,, Pray that we may influence others 
Sor good by being good, and influence them 
to kindness by showing deeds of kindness. 
Pray for life’s little things. 


Sun.—1 Chron. 17 : 16-27. David’s Faith. 

What a wonderful faith this man of God 
had! As we review the men of God, 
throughout the Old Testament and the New, 
we find that the men of faith were the men 
of victory. There is no quality which we 
need so much as faith. ‘* All things are pos- 
sible to him that believeth.’’ 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray that to-day 
may bea day of great personal victory within 
the inner life; that we may take time to see 
and know God, to think of his truth; that 
we may see him in all about us and see him 
in his Word. Pray that the Sabbath day 


chitdren of God. 
—_ ~ 
Returning the Empties 


[An editorial that appeared in the Philadelphia 
North American, April 9, t915]. 

HE Rev. E. M. Evans is pastor of Trinity 
Methodist Church, in Des Moines, Ia. 
In common with many other resi- 
dents of that city he lately received a letter 
from a liquor firm in Rochester, Minn., tell- 
ing him how to get his ‘‘ favorite brand ’’— 
**now that the saloons in Des Moines are 
closed.’’ ' 
Mr, Evans replied to this invitation. And 
because his letter deals in an interesting way 
with a subject just now uppermost in the 
minds of nearly one-third of the earth’s popu- 





lation—including, in a most immediate sense 








may be a day of Scripture reading for the 


—— 








LESSON FOR MAY 23 (2Sam. 2: 1-7; 5 : 1-5) 





BIBLES FOR 
CHILDREN’S DAY 


THE MOST BEAUTIFUL BIBLES 
FOR THIS PURPOSE ARE THE 


Oxford — 
Pictorial 


Palestine 
Bibles 


ILLUSTRATIONS IN BLACK 
AND NATURAL COLORS. 
No fanciful pictures, but only 
those that are true to life. 
These pictures instruct as well 
as interest 
HELPS FOR CHILDREN. 
BIBLES WITH QUESTIONS AND 
ANSWERS. 
Priced from 50 cents upward 


Send for booklet ‘‘Bibles for Children.” 








OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS AMERICAN BRANCH 
29 West 32nd Street, - . . - New York 

















the 8,000,000 people in Pennsylvania—we re- 
print it, as follows: 

*¢It was very kind and thoughtful of you to 
inform me,of a way of securing your favorite 
brand, ‘Old Bob Adams’ whisky, since Iowa 
has gone crazy and ‘ butted in’ on our per- 
sonal liberties. One would expect better 
things of Iowa than to interfere with the faith- 
ful services of such as ‘Old Bob Adams.’ I 
offer myself as a witness to the untiring energy 
and successful accomplishments of his race, 

**Last January a young man stood at my 
door Shivering with cold, asking for bread 
and a place to rest his discouraged head. He 
was a remnant of refinement, which led me to 
ask why he could not earn the necessaries of 
life. 

‘‘He, with pathetic quiver of lip, admitted 
that a leading brand, not unlike ‘Old Bob 
Adams,’ had selected him for a regular cus- 
tomer and the business world: would not stand 
for it, notifying him that there was no place 
for his services. Why can’t the business 
world see beyond its nose and behold great 
breweries, elegant palaces, fine motorcars, 
sumptuous meals, rich clothing and all that 
belongs to your gigantic business and keep its 
hands off? What right has the business world 
to interfere with personal liberties ? 

‘* Not long ago I carried a basket contain- 
ing food to a house where some side partner 
of ‘Old Bob Adams’ had been before me. 
The wind whistled through broken windows 
as I listened to the weak and pathetic cry of 
hungry children and the pleadings of a heart- 
broken wife with sunken eyes and pale face 
for the bare necessities of life. The husband 
and a relative of ‘Old Bob’ had long been 
friends. They together had bought rich food 
for brewers’ children, fine clothing for the 
brewer and his wife and contributed gener- 
ally to the upkeep of his expensive establish- 
ment. 

‘¢Since reading your letter I walked down 
Fifth Street of this city, passed the Neal In- 
stitute and the Keely establishment. I saw 
men who once had bright prospects for a 
successful and an independent future, but 
their faces to-day are covered with a. litera- 
ture of sorrow and defeat. 

‘*I note you pay the freight on returned 
empties. I would like to send you a full 
carload of empties if you will honor your 
agreement. I suppose the freight will be 
much cheaper on full carload lots? To be 
honest with you, the empties are not in first- 
class condition. 

‘¢ They consist of empty men—empty of 
manhood, energy, ambition, prospects, self- 
respect, and necessaries of life—empty head, 
empty heart, empty soul, empty stomach. 
Also empty women, empty of womanhood, 
refinement, modesty, and hope. Will it be 
worth while making the return of this car- 
load of empties? Will this. carload of 
empties be worth the freight to you? 

‘¢I will file your blank order sheet, and 


when I conclude to sell my soul, damn man- 
hood, debauch womanhood, sap the life- 
| blood of childhood, I will honor you with a 
large order of ‘Old Bob Adams,’ but for the 
present, in the language of your friend, Billy 
Sunday, I will ‘cut out the redceye and use 
Minneso:a Sleepy Eye.’”’ 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 








Sunday, May 23, 19015 


Religious Reading: What and Why. 
(Psa, 119 : 129-136). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MON.—Reading the word (Josh, 1 : 1-9). 
TuEs.— Looking for life (John 5 : 39-47). 
WED.— Devotional reading (Psa. 84 : 1-12). 
‘THURS. —-Seeking knowledge (Prov. 2: 1-9). 
FRI.—Comfort in books (2 Cor. 1 : 1-7). 
SaT.— Reading for guidance (Prov. 1 : 1-6). 











The devotional book—why read it ? 
Benefit I get from religious magazines, 
Bible-study versus scrappy reading. 


HE best of all religious reading is the 
Bible. No other book can compare 
with it as a book of inspiration to duty, 

of purification of spirit, of nourishment of 
the mind and heart in God. Every day we 
ought.to read some portion from it and 
there can be no better use of a part of Sun- 
day than to go quietly alone and read half a 
dozen chapters of it. . During the last year 
certain apples have been advertised all over 
the country by the saying, ‘‘ An apple a day 
keeps the doctor away.’’ Ina true sense a 
chapter a day keeps much evil away. 
%- 


Ruskin has told us how much he owed 
to the habitual daily devotional reading of 
the Bible. 

‘* How much I owe to my mother for hav- 
ing so exercised me in the Scriptures as to 
make me grasp them in what my correspon- 
dent would call their ‘ concrete whole’ : and, 
above all, taught me to reverence them as 
transcending all thought, and ordaining all 
conduct. This she effected, not by her own 
sayings or personal authority, but simply by 
compelling me to read the Book thoroughly 
for myself. As soon as I*was able to read 
with fluency, she began a course of Bible 
work with me, which never ceased till I went 
to Oxford. She read alternate verses with 
me, watching at first every intonation of “my 
voice, and correcting the false ones, till she 
made me understand the verse, if within my 
reach, righjly and energetically. It might be 
beyond me altogether; that,she did not care 
about; but,she made,sure that as*soon as I 
got hold of it at all, I should get hold of it 
by the right end.”’ 


2 


And there are other books beside the 
Bible which are good devotional reading be- 
cause they make the Bible richer to us or do 
in their measure what the Bible more richly 
does. No book can give us this help better 
than good biographies. A biography is a 
piece of testimony. It gives us the witness 
of a man or woman who has made the ex- 
periment and knows. And we do not need 
to confine ourselves to what might be re- 
garded as strictly devotional biographies. 
General Armstrong, the founder of Hampton 
Institute, was above all things a man of action, 
and yet his life will stir in any true heart a 
longing after a deeper fellowship with God 
anda fuller obedience. Among Armstrong’s 
papers after his death was found a ‘‘ Mem- 
orandum ’’ with these paragraphs in it: 


‘*One Scripture is to be interpreted by 
another; a clear head and common sense 
are, I believe, the best means of right study 
of the Bible, and hence the reason why so 
many illiterates—even babes—speak and 
see wondrous things, while we who are more 
cultivated bring our reasoning powers to 
bear and are sadly perplexed. I think, too, 
that the state of the heart has as much to do 
with getting at the more intricate Bible 
truths as that of the head. It is true there 
is a difficulty as to prayer; God knows and 
does all, yet asks us to pray for what we 
want; there is in the compound or complex 
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Children’s Day 
Supplies 


Children’s Day Invitation Post Card 
Usc8 tr ws, or 86.00 arponpomma 


Banner-Shaped Celluloid Bookmark 


These souvenirs may be given to members of the 
school as a constant remi of the recipient’s du- 
ties to and privileges in the school. Price, 4 cents 
each, 40 cents a dozen, or $3.00 a roo, postpaid. 

















In colors. No. A and No. B, 
$1.50 a 100 postpaid. 


Celluloid Children’s Day Buttons 


Price, cents a dozen, or 





Promotion 


Send for S Catalog giving Complete List of 
} weet sicates FH Gratentiog Exercises 
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copies have been i 


of your church work. 


34, BILLY’ SUNDAY 
t Revival Hymns No.Two” 


s easily the greatest gospel song book of modern times. A million 


row. A returnable copy will be mailed you for examination, so don’t 
fall to see this great book before ap et E any of the departments 


“100, Manila $12.50 per 100 not prepaid. 


The greatest evangelist of modern times 


naturally insists on having the very best 
gospel song book obtainable, and 


ssued in two years, and the demand continues to 


Cash prices: Cloth $25 per 100, limp $18 per 








1915 issue. 5 cents per copy, 55 cents per dozen, 





THE RODEHEAVER COMPANY 


or > . “The Rodeheaver kind—the best kind.” 
Childr ens Day Services Send at once ter free sample copies of the 


Send for a sample copy of the great new choir paper—“‘ The Gospel Choir.” 


$4.35 per 100, prepaid. 


AGAO: = = _ 1093 Monon Buildin 
MEAS ee eria : 374 Lippincott Building 











Free Children’s Day Services 


Reign of Flowers Free Somoles to See 
’n Day Classics No. 3 a Committees ny 

Songs of Blessing is sack, BBc dome, 

Carols of Summer ) 85:88 207 postnais: 
Children’s Day Helper No. 1, 10c each. 


-00 100 not postp’d. 
Recitations, Drills and Exercises. 


= hgh. I Prices as above: 
Send 10 cents in stamps for 6 new — 


all different 
HALL-MACK C0., or t 1018-20 Arch St., Phila., Pa. 
ADAM GEIBEL 00., Send to either company. 
National Music Co., Agt., 425 Wabash, Chicago 














ATLANTIC CITY atwave & 


THE LEEOS COMPANY ON THE BEACH 








is-cHiLOREN'S DAY | 


Let us help you brighten it. Our new invitation cards |, 
are lovely. ‘The services are just fine. We send 6 or 
8 wy of services and other helps postpaid om ap- 
proval, with bill. You remit for what you keep, re- | 
turn what you doe not pay for,—postpaid, with order for 

what you want more of. ‘Safe and sane,”’ isn’t it? | 


Try us. MEIGS PUBLISHING CO., 222 E. Ohio | 








POCONO MANOR INN 


OPEN ALL THE YEAR. POCONO MANOR, PA. 


Under Quaker management ; 1,800 feet above sea 
level ; 800 acres; finest scenery in Pocono Moun- 
tains ; table, water and Friendly environment ; pri- 
vate baths ; exhilarating golf, tennis and bowling; 
ample garage ; fine stone roads. M, E. Dengler. 





Street, Indianapolis, Ind. 











CHILDREN’S DAY | 


SAMPLES | A post card request will bring you oA 
FREE return mail a large variety of samoles. 


: 265 W. 36th St., - .New York 
Tullar-Meredith Co., 12°w: Washingion Street, Chicago 


Carnival of the Flowers 


A BEAUTIFUL CHILDREN’S DAY CANTATA 
Libretto by Lizz1z DEArmonp, Music by W. B. Jupe- 
FIND. A splendid entertainment for Children’s Day. 
Something new! Send 15c fora copy, and we will also 
send you copies of 3 new Children’s Day Services. 
JUDEFIND BROS., Publishers, Station E, Baltimore, Md, 


Church Organs 


Latest Approved Methods. Highest 
Grade Only. Established 1827. 


Main Office & Works F's: "xesss 'ercen. 
Hook & Hastings Co. 


BRANCHES : 
Boston, New York, Phila., Chicago, Louisville, Dallas 


















































INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE 
Does YOUR Church use this 


; and sanitary method? 
cin. Odkwcasl. 
THOMAS COMMUMON SERVICE CO. Bex $ 


—BFLES = 


Peal tcSnszt Bar Founeey Co.. Bei timest. 











When answering advertisements, please 
mention The Sunday Sctkool Times. 








Gye Sunday School Gimes 


Philadelphia, May 8, 1915 


Subscription Rates 


‘The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new subscribers, 
in the United States and Canada, These 
rates include postage : 

Five or more copies, either to 
$1 00 separate eddensess or in a pack- 
age to one address, $1.00 each, per year. 
$1 50 One copy, or any number of 

° copies less than five, $1.50 each, 

Cne copy, five years, $6.00. 

: One free copy addi- 

Free Copies tional will ie atawed 

for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
$1.00 rate. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to any of the 
countries embraced in the Universal Postal Union at 
the following rate, which includes postage : 

One copy, one year, 6 shillings. 

Five or more copies, in a package to one address, 
5 shillings each, 

For Great Britain, Mr, T. French Downie, 21 
Warwick Lane, London, E. C., will receive yearly 
or half-yearly subscriptions at the shove rate, the paper 
to be mailed direct from Philadelphia to the subscrib- 
ers. Mr. Downie can also supply the other publications 
of The Sunday School ‘Times Company. 

The paper is not sent to any subscriber beyond the 
time paid for, except by special request. 

Enough copies of any one issue of the paper to 
euable all the teachers of a school to examine it, 
will be sent free upon application. 


THE SuNDAY SCHOOL TimEs Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





per year. 
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Young People’s Prayer Meeting 


(Continued Jrom preceding page) 


action of this and the human will on the 
wants of life an absolute mystery; I cannot 


explain it, but elsewhere 
give you rest.’ 
children. 


e says: ‘I will 


into the mysteries of God’s truths we are 


bewildered. 


Vet because truth comes from 


God we should expect not to comprehend 


yt 


Other truly devotional biographies like this 
are the life of Alice Freeman Palmer, the 
first volume of Henderson’s Life of Stone- 
wall Jackson, Major Styles’ life of Robert 
E. Lee, the autobiography of General O. O. 
Hioward, ‘*The Life Story of Henry Clay 


Tram 


bull,’? Trumbull’s “The Knightly 


Soldier,’’? Hicks’ Life of Horace Rose, the 


memorial 


of Frances Bridges Atkinson, 


Blaikie’s ** Personal Life of David ea 
stone,’’ the life of Mary Porter Gamewell, 
and how many more! 


And there are a few of the world’s great 
religious books which have won an immor- 
tality which lays us under duty to know them 


and draw upon 


their strength: Bunyan’s 


*¢ Pilgrim’s Progress’’ and ** Grace Abound- 


ing ’’ 


and ‘* Holy War,’’ Brother Lawrence’s 


**'The Practice of the Presence of God,’’ 


Austin ny ad **The Still 


Wool 


Hour,’’ John 


man’s Journal, 


We ought to learn how to feed our own 


souls, 
main 


There are Christian people who re- 
infants all their lives and have to be 


fed prepared food as children are fed, Un- 
less some one gets their food ready for them 
and cuts it up and even puts it in their 
mouths in little portions they are helpless 


and g 


row weaker and weaker from inanition. 


All the while there are bread and meat and 


to spare, 


Let them arise and eat and bé 


strong. 


The Word of God is actually food. 


want 


% 


If we 
to be strong, we can soon test all the 


claims made for it by simply eating: it. 


All 


truth belongs to religion. Whenever 


we find truth of any kind it can be made 
nourishment of the soul, 

Bacon’s word about reading making a full 
man is as true of religious reading as of any 


other 


kind, 


How can we obey Philippians 4 : 8 fully 
without real devotional reading? 


The best books are the books which leave 


us wi 


221, 


222, 


216. 


217. 


218. 


219. 


220. 


th purest hearts nearest God, 


ina 


Can You Answer These 
Questions ? 


By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


What men were measured with a line 
for their lives, two-thirds of whom were 
slain? 

Who gave a great feast for a whole na- 
tion at which every man anc woman at- 
tending had a cake, a piece of meat and 
a flagon of wine? 


. What man had a new coat taken off his 


back and torn into twelve pieces and 
afterward got back ten of these pieces, 
and why was this done ? 


. How many workmen were engaged in 


building the temple? 


. What unramed biblical character died 


a death that no one has ever died before 
or since? 





| Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


When the children of Israei hunted for 
quail that the-Lord sent them after 
they turned against the manna. Before 
they could eat the quail they were 
stricken with a great plague (Num, 
IE : 31-33). 


The ten spies who brought back an 


evil report of the land of Canaan 
(Num. 13 : 32, 33). 

The death of Saul and Jonathan lest 
the Philistines should rejoice (2 Sam. 
1 : 20). 

Adonijah, the son of David, for trying 
to marry Abishag the Shunammite (1 
Kings 2.: 13-25). 

Saul (1 Sam. ro : 22, 23). 


We need the spirit of little [ 
The moment we begin to search | 
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